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EDITORIAL 


Straining Out A Gnat And 
Swallowing A Coffin 


In yesterday’s mail we received a clipped edi- 
torial from the Presbyterian Outlook criticizing 
some of our ministers for inviting the General 
Secretary of the Christian Universit 
of America to speak in their churches. Our first 


impulse was to ignore this criticism considering © 


its source. Further reflection has led us to believe 
that in fairness to these brethren who have com- 
mitted the unpardonable offense of inviting a 
Christian minister, whose loyalty to the Christian 
faith is unquestioned, into our pulpits as a guest, 
should have a word of defense in order that the 
insinuations of this editorial might not be taken 
too seriously. 


These brethren are criticized in the first place 
because they were not trained in one of our theo- 
logical seminaries. We wish to state in order that 
the facts may be available that these men were 
trained in theological seminaries holding to the 
same Westminster standards as ours. One of them 
entered our Church in 1912 from the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church when the editor 
was only a tot of four years. We wish further 
to state that not one of these men has ever 
preached anything contrary to the Westminster 
standards. Their characters are above reproach. 
Their loyalty to the traditions of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church exceed the loyalty of their 
eritics. 

The editor of The Outlook is also excited be- 
cause some interest has been shown in the Chris- 
tian University Association of America. In order 
that he might be enlightened on this subject we 
would like to inform him that this institution is 
and will continue to be controlled by the churches 
of America holding to the Reformed system of 
doctrine. No one can serve on this board of di- 
rectors who is not able to subscribe without re- 
servation to the Westminster and Heidelberg 
standards. This institution is to be God-centered 
and students are to learn that man’s chief end is 
to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. They 
are to be taught that man can be redeemed only 
by the blood of Christ, and that a redeemed life 
should be dedicated to Christ in Christian service. 


Association 


If this constitutes an offense then it is an offense 
existing only in the fertile imagination of the 
editor and not according to-the Scripture. 


_ The editor of The Outlook finds no difficulty 
in gulping down the leadership of Coffin who has 
attacked the inspiration of the Scriptures, the 
Virgin Birth of Christ, the Substitutionary Atone- 
ment, the Bodily Resurrection, and the Miracles 
of our Lord, but agonizes as-he strains out the 
gnat in regard to the fact that some of our min- 
isters are interested in this Christian institution. 
This constitutes one of the finest specimens of 
consummate conceit we have witnessed in a long 
time. Let us include in our litany “from such rank 
hypocrisy, good Lord, deliver us.’? We must beware 
lest we be found straining out a gnat and swal- 
lowing a Coffin. —J. R. R. 


President Of Federal 
Council Assails Doctrine 


Of Original Sin 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, President of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, recently addressed the Planned Parent- 
hood Federation at its annual dinner. Among other 
things he declared that rituals which assert that a 
child is conceived in sin and born in iniquity are 
sinful and iniquitous in themselves. Doesn’t that 
put the Psalmist in a@ new class? Doesn’t it put our 
own Confession of Faith and Catechisms in a ba 
light? —H.B.D. 


Short-Circuits 


One of the first things taught the prospective 
electrical engineer is the danger of a short-circult. 
The prevention of such an accident by proper 1n- 
sulation and the provision for possible eventuali- 
ties by installation of fuses, at properly designed 
intervals, is a part of the work of every electrical 
contractor and workman. 


Damage is expected when a short-circuit eventu- 
ates; fire from heat and sparks, or, at least, blown 
fuses. 


An electrical engineer who did not take the 
proper precautions-in his designs and work would 


Page 2 
Ar 
de 
an 
ou 
| 
pr 
| at 
fi 
th 
t 
lo 
t 
le 
t 
t 


1, 1946 


1e 
d 


Page 3 


soon find himself without clients, and possibly the 
defendant in a justified law-suit. 


The electrician, careless in carrying out plans 
and instructions, would soon find himself in seri- 


ous trouble. 


While incompetence, ignorance and carelessness 
on the part of electrical workers, are never con- 
doned by underwriters, contractors and owners of 
property, in the theological world we find the 
opposite condition prevailing. 


The one way to God is through faith in the 
atoning work and shed blood of His Son. But we 
find the field full of men who would short-circuit 


this fact and teach and preach that we can come 


to God by “being good,” by “showing brotherly 
love’; men who believe that the inherent good in 
any man has only to be directed in the right di- 
rection so that he will find God. : 


The one way to Heaven is through faith in Jesus 
Christ but we are told by learned short-circuiters 
that all religions have in them elements which 
lead to eternal life. Many of them even belittle 
the thought of and hope for Heaven and insist 
that we center our affections and labors on this 
world and the things of the world,—making the 
world a better place in which to live. 


The one way to peace is through the Prince of 
Peace but we are told by the pacifist short-circuit 
enthusiast that the will to peace on the part of 
Christians can accomplish peace in a sinful world. 
Yes, we certainly should work for and will to be 
peaceful but let us recognize that God’s design 
for peace consists in an orderly process, first 
peace with Him through Christ, then His peace 
in our hearts and finally, because of the latter, 
peace with one another. Christian (?) America 
may will to have peace with Russia but that peace 
is far more likely to remain a reality if implement- 
ed with the necessary power to insure it. If, on 
the other hand, the godless communism of Russia 
can be supplanted by a great revival of faith in 
a and His Son, peace can become an assured 
act. 


The one way to spiritual union is a unity of like 


precious faith. Our short-circuiting friends seem 


to feel that union can be forced, and that the 
size of a church organization determines its tn- 
fluence in the world. Real influence is a thing 
of the Spirit and this is “not by might, nor by 
beso The lesson of Gideon is too soon for- 
gotten. 


The one way to power, for the individual and 
for the Church, is a Bible-believing, Bible-know- 
ing, Bible-teaching way. The short-circuiting liberal 
cuts at the foundation of faith in the entire Word 
of God.and fails to see that in so doing he is but 
adding to the spiritual chaos and darkness all 
around him. 


The teaching of the Bible, historic Christianity, 
and our Standards are very clear on these and 
other vital matters. It has remained for the world- 
ly-wise, the man who places more faith in science 


and human philosophy, to attempt to short-circuit 


around God’s clearly stated ways and plans. 


Christ clearly foretold such _ short-circuiting 
methods when He said, “‘He that entereth not by 
the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” 
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The result ! ! Great swelling words of wisdom. 
Ever learning but never coming to the knowledge 
of the truth. Having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof. ? 


An electrical short-circuit brings darkness in- 
stead of light, failure instead of power, frustra- 
tion instead of accomplishment. A_ theological 
short-circuit has identical results. 


“Whom Shall I Send?” 


(Isaiah 6:8) 


Crucial times call for extraordinary men—or 
rather, call for ordinary men who have had an 
extraordinary experience of God’s Grace and 
Power. Such a time and such a man we find in 
this chapter. 


In this crisis in the history of the world we can 
almost hear these words coming from the throne 
in heaven. Where will God find a man fit to take 
His message to our distracted and disrupted gen- 
eration? We are busy trying to find a super-man 
to head up a world organization. Is not God look- 
ing for a man who will “go and tell” the people 
what He says? Where can He find such a man? 
He cannot find one, until He makes one, for who 
can qualify for this task? 


Only a man who has seen the Lord; somebody 
like Moses, or Isaiah, or Paul. We have plenty of 
men who can see something of the world and its 
plight, but this man will have to see the One who 
can save us from our desperate plight. He will 
have to meet His Master face to face and sur- 
render to Him. 


Only a man who has seen himself and his fellow- 
men, The trouble with most of our would-be 
world doctors is that they have never seen their 
own sin-sick souls or the sin-sick souls of their 
‘people. We are trying to cure with man-made 
meda@ines, soothing-syrups and ‘“‘dope’’, a disease 
which no one but God can eure. We have pienty 
of blind optimism and blind pessimism in the 


world; we need to have eyes opened by a God- 


given realism that recognizes the awful fact of sin 
and depravity, and cries out: ‘‘Woe is me! for I am 
undone.” 


Only the man who has felt the cleansing, heal- 
ing touch of the coal from off the altar. We cannot 
give to men what we do not possess ourselves—a 
message which has meant nothing to our own 
hearts and lives. When our sin is taken away 
and our lips purged, then we can take the balm 
of Gilead to other sick souls and lead thém to 
the Great Physician who has healed our broken 
hearts. | 

Only a man who is willing to go: willing to 
undertake a hard and thankless task. The world 
will not welcome our message, It is too busy listen- 
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ing to false prophets who flatter and mislead. 
The truth will be no more palatable to our gen- 
eration than to Isaiah’s. It may treat us as it treat- 
ed him. But no other message is worth the time it 
takes to tell it, or the paper on which it may be 
written. Only the TRUTH, God’s Truth, can make 
men free. 


“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 
Who is ready to say, “Here am I; send me’’? Have 
we seen the Lord? Have we seen sin, deep-dyed 
and deep down in our hearts, and out yonder in 
a sin-soaked, unclean world? Have we felt His 
touch and been made perfectly clean? Are we 
willing to go—to speak the word He gives us to 
speak, no matter what “they” say or do? Are we 
ready to carry an unpopular message to an “un- 
toward generation’? 


May the God of Isaiah find and make somebody 
who can qualify and say: “By His grace and power 
I will go.” —J. K. P. 


The Atonement In Relation To 
The Fatherhood Of God 


By Charles D. Whiteley, D.D.* 


Casually turning through a piece of Protestant 
Sunday School literature which goes into the hands 
of millions in this country, I came across this: 
“What do we mean by the blood of Christ?” In 
substance, this was the answer the writer gave 
to his own question: Jesus taught that all men are 
the children of God and, therefore, all brothers. 
This infuriated His own countrymen, and they 
put Him to death. He was willing to die for this 
great truth. This is what we mean by the blood 
of Christ. Then, this final comment followed: 
Jesus lived so far in advance of His day that we 
are just now, after more than nineteen hundred 
years, beginning to catch up with His teaching 
pe ice the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of man. 


This false, yet popular, teaching is more pre- 
valent in the Church than many think. It is more 
dangerous than all the outward opposition of all 
the avowed enemies of the Christian faith. And to 
view the situation thus is sure to bring forth the 
charge that those who sound the warning are 
“alarmists,’”’ “heresy hunters,’’ and “intolerant.” 
The situation is alarming for three reasons: 


First, because such teaching dishonors Christ 
and His mediatorial work on the cross. 


Second, because it is so prevalent and becoming 
more so each day. 


Third, because it arouses so little opposition 
from the press, the pulpit, and the pew. 


Those who hold and teach this false doctrine of 
the universal Fatherhood of God and brother- 
hood of man seem to think that it enhances the 
love of God and is complimentary to Him. Instead 
of being a compliment, it is rather an insult, if 


the Bible doctrines of sin, of redemption, and of 


grace are realities. 


Whence comes this great error? 


Either from abysmal ignorance of what the 
Bible teaches on the subject, or from a wilful re. 
jection of that teaching. If the latter is the cause 
there is not much that the people of God may do 
save engage in intercessory prayer that God in 
His infinite mercy may take the sword of the 
Spirit and cut away the cancerous growth of un- 
belief, the real source of the error. If ignorance 
of the teaching of the Bible is the cause, the fo]- 
lowing should help: Jesus taught that He was and 


is the only approach to the Father. ‘‘No man com- 


meth unto the Father but by me” (John 14:6), 
He also taught that apart from the new birth a 
person could not see or enter the Kingdom of 
God. ‘Except a man be born again (or from 
“ty he cannot see the Kingdom of God” (John 


Again, the Bible makes a distinction between 
the children of God and the children of the devil, 
I John 3:10. Then, in I John 4:10 the basis of 
sonship in the family of God is given. ‘Herein js 


love, not that we loved God, but that He loved . 


us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. Webster gives this as the definition of 
“propitiation”’: “The act of conciliating; Recon- 
ciliation. That which renders prepitious, as the 
atoning work of Christ.” 


Then, the children of God are those who have 
been reconciled to God by the atoning death of 
Christ, and the children of the devil are those 
who care little or nothing for that atonement. 
What a terrible thing it is, then, to call the chil- 
dren of the devil the children of God. 


“Thy cross, dear Lord is life and health, 
Though shame and death to Thee; 
Thy people’s hope, Thy people’s wealth, 

Their song eternally.” . 


“Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Albemarle, N. C | 
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Report And Recommendations 
_ Of The Committee On 
Church Property 


As an integral part of the educational program of the Steering Committee of the Continuing Com- 
mittee we submit to our readers this enlightening report of our Legal Committee. 


This Legal Committee is composed of able and loyal churchmen who are at the same.time eminent in 
the legal profession. Judge C. Ellis Ott is the Chairman. He has served with distinction on the Court of 
Appeals in the State of Louisiana for many years. He ranks at the top among the judicatories of the South. 
Associated with Judge Ott in making this report are: Judge Samuel M. Wilson, distinguished jurist of 
Lexington, Ky.; Honorable Henry Davis, United States District Attorney, from Florence, S. C.; and 
Major W. Calvin Wells, prominent attorney and church leader of Jackson, Miss. , 


We are persuaded that our entire Church will be grateful to these Christian men for their analysis 
and elucidation of this question of property rights. This lucid document should be preserved by each 
reader for future reference and action. cS 


| being fully vested in the local church, presbytery, 
property held and owned by a particular church, or synod, yet by reason of a rule of civil law estab- 
presbytery, or synod of the Presbyterian Church lished by the civil courts, if the Southern Presby- 
in the United States, the Committee has studied terian Church should unite with the Northern 
and considered the subject from three standpoints, Presbyterian Church under the proposed Plan of 
viz; the policy of the Church as to ownership, use Union, the property owned by a particular church, 
and disposition of the property of a particular presbytery or synod would pass into the united 
church, presbytery and synod; the status of such church, notwithstanding a majority of the mem- 
property under the present Constitution of the bers of the particular church, presbytery, or synod 
Southern Presbyterian Church and the effect that might not desire to go into the united church. (For 
organic union with the Northern Presbyterian — a full discussion of this point, see the Article by 
Church would have on the ownership and control. . Major W. Calvin Wells in The Southern Presby- 
of such property; and, lastly, the best method tog _terian Journal of April, 1944; also Article by 
protect and safeguard the rights of local congre-“ Judge C. Ellis Ott in the same publication, No- 
gations, presbyteries, and synods to the property vember 1, 1945). 6 


owned by them. Third. Therefore, in order to continue and safe- 
First. Our study of the policy of the Presby- guard the Presbyterian system and policy relative 
terian system of church government convinces us to church property, and to re-assure the members 
that, insofar as property rights are concerned, of particular churches, presbyteries, and synods 
each particular church, presbytery, and synod is of the Southern Presbyterian Church that their 
an autonomous body, and can acquire, own, use ‘investments in church property will remain under . 
and dispose of its property in such manner and their control, and in order to clarify and make 
for such purposes as the respective bodies may more certain the present status of such property 
determine. This autonomy respecting property and to prevent a majority in such _ particular 
rights does not prevail in regard to spiritual and church, presbytery, or synod from being deprived 
doctrinal matters as these are under the jurisdic- of its property in case of organic union with any 
tion and control of the various judicatories in other church body by reason of the well. estab- 
order to give uniformity and direction in such lished rule of the civil courts above referred to, 
matters as is set out in the Book of Church Order, the Committee makes the following suggestions 
particularly Chapter XIII. and recommendations: | 
Second. The Southern Presbyterian Church (1) That the Book of Church Order be amended 
recognizes and follows this system regarding church by substituting for Section 158 the following: 
property as each church, presbytery and synod 
may acquire, use and dispose of its property with- 


In its efforts to ascertain the status of ‘church 


“158 (a) All particular churches now connect- 


out the approval or control of any judicatory or 
higher church court. The only instance in which 
a chureh court has any control over the property 
of another body is under section 158 of the Book 
of Church Order where a church organization has 
been dissolved, ceased to exist, and no disposition 
has been made of its property, the presbytery may 
take over the property and use or dispose of it in 
such manner as the presbytery may see fit. The 
only reason for this control is purely a matter of 
necessity because of the lack of any one to hold 
and preserve the property which has been prac- 
tically abandoned by the owners. 


While the Book of Church Order recognizes 
the ownership and control of church property as 


ed with the Presbyterian Chtrch in the United 
States and all particular churches which shall here- 


after be organized or exist under its jurisdiction, 


shall be entitled to acquire, hold, enjoy and dis- 
pose of their local properties, without any right of 
revision to any Presbytery or other church court, 
except when a church shall become extinct or 
cease to exist, and no person or persons shall 
claim the property, in which case the Presbytery 
shall take over and use or dispose of the property 
in such manner as it may see fit. 


“(b) The right of a particular church, presby- 
tery, or synod to acquire, hold, own, enjoy and 
dispose of its property by a majority of its mem- 
bers who are present and voting at a meeting of 
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such church, presbytery, or synod shall not be af- 
fected or impaired by any union, merger or con- 
solidation of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States with any other ecclesiastical body or re- 
ligious organization, it being the intention to 
make this provision a rule of property governing 
such particular churches, presbyteries and synods, 
any ruling of the civil courts to the contrary not- 
withstanding.”’ 


(2) This Committee has also studied the effect 
of the different forms and plans of union advo- 

ted between the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and the Northern Church with reference to the 
effect that such union would have on the property 
rights of particular churches, presbyteries, and 
synods. The Committee finds that the form of 
federal union approved by the Southern Church 
a few years ago, but rejected by the Northern 
Church, would not destroy the identity and sover- 
eignty of either Church, and would not affect the 
property rights of particular churches, presby- 
teries, and synods, yet -would eliminate over- 
lappings of jurisdiction and duplication of effort 
which seem to be the principal reasons urged 
for organic union. 


With reference to the proposed Plan of Union 
now before the two churches for study, this Com- 
mittee has given consideration to the direction 
imposed by the General Assembly on the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union that it safeguard 


the properties of the churches and endowments, — 


and as the proposed Plan does not so safeguard 
the properties of the churches and the endow- 
ments for the reasons already stated, this Com- 
mittee recommends that Concurrent Declaration 
No. 9, page 12, of the proposed Plan of Union 
be amended so as to substitute for the whole sec- 
tion the following concurrent declaration: 


“9. Recognizing that in the consummation of 
this proposed union the principles of religious 
liberty and self-determination should be respected 
and desiring to avoid hurtful and costly litigation, 
the high contracting parties hereby solemnly agree 
and covenant that no advantage shall be taken of 
previous decisions of ecclesiastical or civil courts 
to forcibly dispossess any constituent unit of 
either of the two ecclesiastical bodies of title to 
or possession of such property as they may hold 
at the time of such union. It is further agreed 
that due provision shall be taken to assure to each 
minister of both of the ecclesiastical bodies any 
equity which he may have in annuity, pension or 
ministerial relief funds being administered by the 
ecclesiastical body to which he belongs at the time 
of the union. It is understood by this statement 
that the minister’s equity in the Ministers’s An- 
nuity in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, includes the 2 1-2 per cent paid in by him 
personally, plus the 7 1-2 per cent paid in by his 
church or churches for him, plus his proportionate 
part of the accrued liability fund as figured by 
the actuaries for him at the time of the setting 
uP : the raising of the said accrued liability 
und. 


“To fully effectuate the purpose of the fore- 
going agreement it is solemnly covenanted that 
any individual congregation, presbytery, or synod 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
which by a majority vote of such body at a spe- 
cial election called for decision of that question, 
on twenty days notice thereof, declines to con- 
sent to unite under this Plan of Union, and elects 
to remain outside of said union, and which within 


= 


one year after the meeting of the General As. 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Uniteg 
States at which such Plan has been ‘approved and 
the union made effective, shall transmit to the 
Stated Clerk of the said General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, or to 
the Stated Clerk of the Assembly of the United 
Church a certified copy of the minutes of such 
meeting showing such action of such congregation, 
presbytery, or synod, then and in that event such 
congregation, presbytery, or synod shall auto- 
matically and by virtue alone of its own declaration 
be thereafter an independent or separate organi- 
zation, with independent, full, and complete title, 
both legal and equitable, to its properties, real, 
personal and mixed, which property was held by it 
or held in trust for it as of the date of the adop- 
tion of this Plan of Union; and such body shall 
have full, complete and plenary power to enjoy, 


use or dispose of, in its sole discretion, any and. 


all property, held by it as aforesaid, in any way 
or manner it may choose; and both contracting 
parties hereto hereby solemnly covenant and firm- 
ly bind themselves and the new Church to this 
agreement as a principle of law, equity and Chris- 
tian comity, any decisions heretofore rendered by 
the courts, whether civil or ecclesiastical, to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 


And in order to effectuate these recommen- 
dations, the Committee further suggests and rec- 
ommends: 


If any form of union is to be effected with 


any other religious organization, the Committee 


recommends as most desirable a federal union 
which will preserve the identity and sovereignty 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, similar to 
the form approved a few years ago; that if the 


proposed Plan of Union submitted for study is | 


given further consideration, efforts be made to 
have the Committee on Cooperation and Union 
insert in Concurrent Declaration No. 9, the state- 
ments and covenants above mentioned, or similar 
thereto, and in case such an amendment is not 
incorporated in the Plan at or previous to the 
meeting of the General Assembly of 1946, this 
Committee recommends that the presbyteries send 
up to the 1947 General Assembly overtures ask- 
ing that the Assembly recommend and send down 
to the presbyteries for their advice and consent 
an amendment to the Book of Church Order, Sec- 
, es 158, in substantially the phraseology as herein 
ecommended; that if and when the amendment 
is sent down to the presbyteries for advice and 
consent, an effort be made to inform. the min- 
isters, officers and members of the various 
churches as to the meaning and importance of the 
proposed amendment in safeguarding property 
rights. 
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The Holy Spirit And The Church 


By T. E. P. Woods, D.D."* 


For over nineteen hundred years, we have been 
lving in the Spirit Age. By ‘we” is meant all born- 
again members of the true Church of Christ which 
i; called in our Confession of Faith, ‘‘the catholic 
or universal church, which is invisible.” That 
Church which Jesus declared He would build on 
Himself, as the true foundation, so firmly that 
the gates of hell should not prevail against it. © 


Our life as the Church began on the day of 
Pentecost when, in fulfillment of the promise of 
the Father voiced by the Son of God, the Holy 
Spirit of the Living God descended and was mani- 
fested by visible signs, entered the body that had 
been prepared by Jesus Christ during His earthly 
ministry, and made it a living spiritual organism— 
another trinity composed of soul, body, and spirit. 
The soul, or head, is Jesus Christ; the body is the 
Church; the spirit is the Holy Spirit: Thus a new 
creation was made similar in pattern to that one 
which God had created millenniums before, when 


He formed a body of dust, then, by His in-. 


breathing, made the first man, Adam, to be a 
living soul, 


This new creation, brought into existence at 
Pentecost, was destined to be developed in the 
unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man; to be called the 
Christos, and to have the most glorious respon- 
sibility God could confer, the holder of the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven. The Church is the hu- 


man ageney through which the Spirit of God 


speaks to a lost world, and offers ,it salvation. 
There is no other human agency appointed. . 


We as the Church have been living, and are 
living, because of the work of the Spirit of Life, 
the Holy Spirit, who is God, who dwells within the 
Church, who unites us to Jesus Christ the Living 
Head, and who keeps us alive. At another time, 
we shall discuss how this spiritual life began and 
is propagated; in this article, we shall see how 
that life is sustained. 


This new creation in Christ Jesus can live only 
by the indwelling Spirit; and only by the in- 
dwelling Spirit can it fulfil its mission. The strik- 
ing analogy to the human body is familiar to us 
all. Taking for granted the presence of life, we 
know that the human organism needs three things 
to sustain its life: Food, air, and exercise. De- 
prive it of any of these, and it will die. Moreover, 
it must make use of these 
breathing, and exercising.’ So the Church must 
feed and breathe and work, or perish; and the 
Holy Spirit supplies the Church with the essentials 
for its life and development. 


_ 1. The first essential supplied by the Holy Spirit 
ls FOOD. The food of the Church is the Word of 
God given by inspiration to holy men of God who 


spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,— 


the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
ere is the storehouse of our food, the treasury 
of truth. But that is not enough; the truth must 
be made available, and it must be properly pre- 
pared and vitalized before we can feed upon it. 
The Holy Spirit, by inspiration, by translation, and 


by publication, has made the Word of God avail- 


essentials by eating, 


able so that today millions of men have access to 
it; and yet, many are not fed by it because, for. 
them, one thing is lacking: It is not vitalized. 


Bread is proper food for our physical bodies. 
Bread is composed mainly of three elements: Car- 
bon, Hydrogen, and oxygen. If we resolve a piece 
of bread into these constituent elements in exact 
proportions and equal weight to the bread, and 
take them into our stomach, we shall not be fed; 
we may rather do ourselves harm, because the raw 
elements lack something that is necessary for 
food. That something is vitalization. The wheat 
plant, in growing, gathers these elements and, by 
the mystery of life, so combines them that they 
can be digested and transformed into living cells 
of the human body. 


Jesus truly said, “I am the bread of life,— if any 
man eat of this bread, he shall live forever.— 
Except ye eat of the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you.—It is the 
Spirit that quickeneth.’”’ Abstract truth cannot 
save or feed the spirit of man unless it is vitalized 
by the Holy Spirit. The Bible alone cannot feed 
the Church; it must be quickened by the Spirit. 
The quickening is done when the Spirit presents 
the truth. in terms of Jesus Christ, who is the 
image of the invisible God, who is the manifesta- 
tion of the glory of God, who is the incarnate 
Word. Only as truth is related to Jesus Christ 
does it become wholesome and life sustaining. 
When the Bible is read and taught in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, who has come not to speak of 
Himself but of Jesus Christ, it becomes the proper 
food of the Church. 


Having proper food is not enough; the Church 
must actually feed on it. If the Church had not 
drunk of the sincere milk of the Word, it would 
have famished before maturity. If it had not eaten 
of the strong meat of the Word, it would have 
existed in sluggish or unheedful babyhood, and 
would never have affected the moral and spiritual 
condition of a lost world. But the Holy Spirit 
entered the Church in its infancy to make it 
hunger for truth, and to supply that truth to 
satisfy its hunger. God speaks and reveals Him- 
self in His Word. He, in whom we live and move 
and have our being, comes near; we see Him; we 
feed on Him; our spirits exult with the joy of life 
because a Spirit-led and Spirit-fed preacher takes 
us down into the green pastures of God’s truth, 
and guides us to the still waters of Life. 


‘Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
Anaemic from under-nourishment or bloated with 
vapors of worldly wisdom and transcendental non- 
sense, a church will perish. We have reason to 
thank God that the ministry of our church has 
been true to the Word, and has preached Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. The Holy Spirit has fed 
the Church for centuries past, and now is feeding 
our church. Are we ready to eat what He provides? 


2. The second essential supplied by the Holy 
Spirit is Atmosphere. There can be no physical 
life without oxygen charged air. There can be no 
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spiritual life without the Breath of Life, charged Spirit can work through the Church. That churc} 


with heavenly oxygen. is developing and bearing fruit whose members 
The Hebrew word, RUACH, and the Greek are led by the Spirit, who walk in the Spirit, who 
air, or atmosphere. Both also have’ the higher 
meaning, Spirit, or Breath of God. God breathed h church the It may 
into the lifeless body of the first man, and he Smoothly 
became a living soul. Christ breathed upon His and effectively = = human corporation; it may mé 
disciples, and said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost”; be lavish in its contributions to benevolent causes, rel 
and later, at Pentecost, His full breath came into it may have the most highly trained voices in its A. 
the believers, and the Church became a living choir; it may have the most eloquent speaker ob- pe 
spiritual organism. The Holy Spirit provides the tainable in its pulpit; but if the Spirit is not in the P 
atmosphere of the Church. ‘As the air we breathe church as manifested by the _ Spiritual develop. a 
souls for whom rist died, ; and Go 
the holy zeal that burns our hearts, and makes us ing shame. | . 
ready to do and to dare. This is the Spirit’s work; THE CHURCH cannot die, but a church can. 
| the function of the Church is to breathe. - 


*McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


ANOTHER 1: 

“Bible Visualized” 
Bok 

NOW READY 


Often a new born babe must have breath blown 
into its lungs before its organs begin to function; 
then its life continues as it breathes for itself. 
Spiritual respiration is prayer; without prayer, 
the Church cannot exist. It cannot pray without 
- the Holy Spirit, who helps us in our weakness; 
“for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession 
for us” in our wailings that can find no words 
of expression. He brings to our minds what we 
need; He guides us in choosing the words by 
which we can talk with God. 


We are told to pray without ceasing; not that 
we are to kneel somewhere and continue cryi 
to God, making many petitions, or making the 
same petition many times; but we are to form 
the habit of prayer until it is as natural and 
automatic with us as our breathing the air is. We 
are to be so conscious of God by living in the 
Spirit that, at any moment, anywhere, under any 
condition, we may know that our Lord is near, 
who said, “Lo I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the age. He is keeping that promise 
today by the Spirit whom He said He would send 
in His place. 

As our physical lungs are composed of many 
cells that receive their individual shares of oxygen 
and contribute them to the life stream, so the 
lungs of the Church are composed of its praying 
members. Sometimes a church will suffer from 
some apparently obscure trouble that checks its 
vitality, and causes its members to wonder why 
the Lord is not blessing them. A _ careful and 
honest check up might reveal spiritual tuberculosis, 
a collapsed lung, or perhaps just not breathing 
deep enough. 


8. The third thing the Church needs is exercise. 
The Holy Spirit supplies the motives and the rules 
for exercise, and holds out the rewards for it. 
Life develops by exercise. Food and air are neces- 
sary; but if we stop there, life withers away. 
Strong men need strong meat, but they will not 
remain strong without exercise. The law of God is 
inexorable: Use or lose. Our chief spiritual exer- 
cise is testimony for Jesus Christ. Our Lord’s 
last command was not eat, breath, and grow great; 
but it was “Go out, preach, and teach men every- 
where the things I have commanded you.”’ It takes 
strength to do this, but the doing of it increases 
strength and brings health. Testimony is not al- 
ways to be given by word of mouth. That may 
become the easiest way. The testimony of a conse- 
crated life often speaks louder than a multitude 
of words; but the consecrated life backing up the 
word testimony is the most effective way the 
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Our Foolishness 


By Lalla Iverson, M.D. 


According to some ministers, doctors are the 
most desirable, the most courted, and the most 
refractory of ,unevangelized humans. Dr. Howard 
A. Kelly, exemplified to all who knew him the 
powerful and effective use of medical practice as 
a taeans of Christian testimony. He, the last of 
a great body of men revered by the profession and 
respected for their faith, lived to see himself char- 
acterized as the unusual rather than the ordinary 
in a day when so few doctors partake of the wor- 
ship or organizational activity of the church. 


Many are the reasons for this conspicuous de- 
sertion of the medical pew. ae 


With the increasing complexity of life and com- 
mercialization of pleasure during the past fifty 
years, other interests have multiplied rapidly to 
exhaust man’s energy, to complicate the previously 
simple home-church-office triad, and to substitute 
for the church in satisfying individual needs of 
socialization and community activity. 


This complexity is reflected in the field of edu- 


-eation today. Like all other phases of modern life, 


competition is so keen that the ambitious succeed 
only if they apply themselves to their task more 
intensively and over longer hours than their col- 


leagues. A new satisfaction is discovered in learn- 


ing and in producing. New and constructive in- 
terests develop which wean away from time-con- 
suming church attendance. Specialists tend to ban 
together in a society which is organized on special- 
ized endeavor. To many, church attendance be- 
comes a duty and a hindrance to success. 


A survey of the faculties of formerly “religious” 
schools such as Princeton, Davidson, or Agnes 
Scott will illustrate the tremendous change in the 
personnel of those who influence education. As 


graduate students assume teaching posts their | 
very abandonment of the church serves if only by 


lack of emphasis to influence and direct the atti- 
tudes of their students into the pattern of their 
own habits. 


In a similar way parents have unconsciously 
abandoned the task of spiritual education so that 
the church today remains unassisted by any secular 


forces. 


Doctors are not omitted from the list of victims, 
for early in his career lack of time becomes a 
strong influence in dimming the importance of 
the church. As a student and as an interne he 
finds himself in a different world. His hours off 
duty are so few that he excludes hobbies, friends, 
church, and even family from his life until he has 
soon geared himself to new habits and new values 
which are difficult to slough when he begins his 


practice. 


We therefore cannot blame the church entirely 
for the widespread indifference to spiritual values 
and the consequent immorality of today’s parents 
and children. The home and schools have failed 
the church no less than the church has failed 
them. The daily consistent contact of Christian 
parent and teacher of a half century ago has 
given way to a truly mechanized life. But we 
must face the fact that with all secular support 
withdrawn the church alone must claim the mam- 


moth task of Christian education, its program 
necessarily concentrated into a brief weekly hour 
in which it must wield an influence among indif- 
ferent individuals greater than that of education, 
money, world events, and high-geared living. 


When religious individuals: who have not ex- 
perienced the tremendous changing power of the 
Holy Spirit look at the church today they see a 
“cultural lag,” the usefulness of which is outmoded 
and the form of which is retained merely as a 
vestige of a previous social order. Its charities and 
its community work are handled much more ef- 
effectively by a better organized secular body. 
Its purpose, ‘if primarily sociological, is pointless. 
As we live and work with professional people we 
cannot but agree that apparently the church, so 


often the leader in changing history, today reflects — 


only the trends of the time. 


We finally then admit that the church, merely _ 


condoned by society, must prove itself more than — 
a vestige. We cannot care whether the blame lies 
with the parents, with our teachers, or with the 
insidious regimentation of modern life. The church 
must once more assume a vital and powerful lead- 
ership and so in time redirect the thinking of the 


home and the school. 


Having started the general problem, it is con- — 


venient to weigh and analyze the components 
which are influenced by the church and for which 
the church is directly responsible. Many of these 
estimates are based upon repeated observations; 


others are presented only as single incidents with | 
the confidence of the author that individuals are — 


still important in Christian work today. 


Some of the criticisms of your doctor may be - 


frankly classified as minor complaints and may be 
treated as such. 


For example, the minister need not be disturbed 
that the hypocrisy of his neurotic elder or demand- 
ing circle leader will serve as more than a transient 
alibi for the doctor’s empty pew; for doctors ,are 
well aware of the utter depravity of mankind. 
Furthermore, doctors have long learned to tolerate 


the public speaker who punctuates his points with 


hideous distortions of medical truth. However, I 


have known several hypercritical young M.D.’s — 


who refused to attend a particularly fine church 
because the minister “spake as one having au- 


thority’? about a field of which he was obviously 


very ignorant. And surprisingly few doctors com- 
plain about the minister who dramatizes the death- 


bed, unaware of the large majority of patients who 
die without benefit of his attendance. Bes 


These minor complaints are functions of. indi- 
vidual idiosyncrasies and therefore affect the Sal- 
vation of only occasional persons. ? 


Major complaints are those which significantly 3 
influence the spiritual life of large groups and 


must be studied seriously and carefully by the 
minister. | 


It is the author’s impression that the following é 


factors are important if the program of the church 


is to comprehend not only the edification and — 


- *Duke Hospital, Durham, N. C, 
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entertainment of its Christian membership but also 
the evangelization of souls who desperately need 
a Savior and the worship of the God who sent us 
the Savior: 


1. Sunday Night Service. 


What severe criticism would be heaped upon 
the medical profession if hospitals closed its pub- 
lic clinics because of the few patients who sought 
help! Yet, has the minister not the courage (or 
humility?) to prepare a sermon for a handful of 
worshippers? 


Perhaps he seeks to compromise with tradition 
by merely catering to the popular request type of 
program; and the visitor in need of Christ finds 
himself listening to a panel discussion, sipping hot 
chocolate, or participating in a hilarious hymn-sing. 


The Christian doctor, often unable to worship 


on Sunday morning, finds only rare churches to 
which he can take his friends in the evening and 
feel proud to say, “‘This is it; this is what I mean 
by Christian.’”’ Or at times, tired but anticipating 
an hour of worship with other Christians, he may 
investigate six darkened churches only to return 


to the hospital with the feeling that the church 


has failed him. 


There must be many others like him. Certainly 
soldiers standing in long lines at the movies on 
Sunday night have testified to the fact that they 
first tried to go to church. Does one soul mean less 
to the minister than the proceeds of a double fea- 
ture to the movie operator? If so, let him give the 
keys of the front door to an elder who may be as- 
sured that an open-church-open-Bible-no minister 
will be far more satisfying to the thirsty Christian 
than a locked church or secular program. - 


2. The Selfish Church 


Afraid of the narrow-minded attitude of its 
members toward social problems, the church may 
use its precious Sunday morning hour in self- 
education, thus neglecting its duty to the eternal 
needs of those who come _ through its portals 
ignorant of a way of Salvation. It is felt by some 
doctors that the practical pastor will take the 
short cut to the treatment of these problems and 
will present the Christ who can convert the most 
egocentric individual into a superior outgoing 
member of society. In return, if the minister is 
ever unfortunate enough to acquire the headache 
of meningococcal meningitis, the doctor will glad- 
ly prescribe for him the therapeutic sulfonamide 
rather than the palliative aspirin. 


3. Phraseology 


Many conservative ministers confuse their listen- 
ers by using such technical terms as Grace, Sal- 
vation, and Sin which must be defined in order 
to be understood by the layman who has had no 
religious background. Like scientific terminology, 
theological phrases must be used for maximum ac- 
curacy, but they must al be clearly explained 
to the uninitiated for maximum grasp of what 
God has done for him. 


4. Casper Milquetoast 
Scholar And Orator 


The minister, conservative and liberal alike, who 
would court the intellectual must remember that it 
is bad psychology to compete with the experts. 
His insight into individual problems and world 
affairs is not distinctive. It is shared by all think- 
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ing people. Since his specialty is a working know. 
edge of the only real power to correct these 
problems, he must conscientiously discharge these 
duties if he would attract those who have learned 
to respect the specialist. 


Very few patients would be cured if twenty-five 
minutes of every half-hour visit were consumed 
by the doctor’s philosophical monologue on world 
events, spiked with endless quotations and anec. 
dotes. A testimony to the doctor’s dislike for a 
similar service when he consults the minister on 
Sunday morning is the oft-repeated statement, 
“TIT would come again if I could only hear more of 
what he said at the last. It’s new to me.” Yet the 
minister, habitual addict to the technique induced 
in the seminary, is so concerned with the attrac- 
tiveness of his message that he hesitantly and 
— points up his sermon to Christ only at the 
ast. 


5. Preacher With A Chip 
On His Shoulder . 


Unlike the modernist who may attempt to win 
the intellectual by his conversiveness with worldly 
topics the Bantam Rooster tries to convince his 
listeners by a most intricate network of arguments. 
His overly systematized pseudologic prejudices 
the scientific mind trained to think analytically. 
Christian doctors believe that Christianity needs 
no verbal apology. 


6. Content Of Sermon 


With few exceptions one group of non-Christian 
physicians, after sampling .many churches, an- 
nounced a preference for the conservative minister. 
This very significant choice is even more interest- 
ing when it is realized that the general public to- 
gether with a few graduate students flock to the 
minister who is perenially popular whether mod- 
ernistic or conservative. Pulpit manner is more 
impressive than subject matter. However, the more 
thoughtful graduate student, accustomed to analyze 
research literature and attend specialized lec- 
tures, appreciates content more than presentation. 
Although a sermon on friendship (some likened 
to cream puffs; others to a T-bone steak) by a 
certain self-assured minister pleased one group of 
students, the medical students and doctors in the 
congregation confessed a longing to return to the 
hospital wards. On another occasion a young min- 
ister’s stumbling hesitant sermon on the first 
chapter of Romans stimulated the graduate stu- 
dents who afterwards admitted an attraction to 


‘the Bible and a desire to learn more about Christ. 


The above points are repetitious but are classi- 
fied separately to emphasize individual and group 
reactions to the church and clergy. In summary, it 
may be repeated that the primary human cause of 
spiritual indifference is one of time and routine. 
The secondary factors in many instances are func- 
tions of the church service, its presence or absence. 
It is strongly felt by many objective medical 
“atheists” that a positive substantial sermon from 
the Bible will furnish the necessary ground on 
which universities and life cannot compete in 
weaning the medical profession away from the 
doors of the church. Certain Christian doctors have 
further appealed for prayerful doctrinal sermons, 
with emphasis particularly on the need and the 
way of Salvation. 


_It is presumptuous of the doctor and his asso- 
ciates to criticise those who are doing so much 
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more for our Lord. Yet in begging the minister to 
forsake his pride in scholarship and to humbly 
glorify the God in Whose stead he preaches, the 
doctor confesses his need for spiritual guidance 
and his strong desire to have that guidance avail- 
able to larger numbers of people. 


But does the man in the pulpit assume sole re- 
sponsibility for the harsh criticism of the doctor? 
Certainly, when we consider that with few excep- 
tions the practicing physician reflects the stand- 
ards of his medical school and masters, one 
wonders if the seminaries and divinity schools are 
in any way responsible for the sermon content of 
the practicing clergyman. 


Two rather general observations would support 
the latter conclusion: first, the fact that young 
ministers, recently graduated, appear to lose the 
fresh spontaneity off their pre-seminary days as 
they become molded into the same pattern as 
their forbears; secondly, a survey of religious 
literature reveals a consciousness of child (or 
adult) psychology and methods to the exclusion 
of Bible and indoctrination. 


The leaders of the church, supplied with more 
facts than the author, can better judge the dis- 
tribution of responsibility; but may they be re- 
minded that the thinking person sees through 
superficiality and, like the humble workman, is a 
child spiritually, willing to be led with the same 
simplicity to the Cross by his elder brother in 
Christ. And who will lead .him if the minister does 
not? Who will meet the great challenge to change 
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the emphasis of this life from politics, sociology, 
world-mindedness, back to a personal God? 


Doctors and laboratory workers who have used 


- the highspeed centrifuge remember the forceful 


vibrations of the instrument when the specimens 
and weights are not in perfect balance. It can 
neither preserve its function nor can there be any 
assurance that the heavy steel cylinder will not 
crack when the machine is off-center. 


_ So, the centrality of the Cross of Christ remaitis 
just as necessary to the maximum use and visible 
life of the seminary, the pulpit, and all organized 
Christian activity. 


He is in all and through all. He is the Alpha 
and the Omega. He is the One who enjoined those 
who follow Him to “preach the gospel to every 
creature.”’ And only until His bleeding hands are 
once more outstretched to humanity through the 
church and its institutions will the pews begin to 
refill with men and women who at last have found 
the spiritual therapy for which they have searched 
in vain these past years. 


Recent insurance statistics have demonstrated 
that improved medical and public health measures, 
the product of centuries of scientific effort, have 
served to prolong man’s life span approximately 
fifteen years. 


Ministers, you profess to be grateful for that 
short fifteen years for which we have labored. An 
eternity means no less to us. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker - 


_ Lesson For April 21 - Easter Lesson 
Two Friends Talk With Jesus | 


Scripture Reading: Luke 24:13-35. Devotional 
Reading: Luke 24:1-9. 


To at all appreciate this chapter we have to try 
to imagine the depth of sorrow and discourage- 
ment into which the disciples had been plunged by 
the crucifixion and death of their Great Friend 
Whom they had learned to trust and love. The 
death of any friend is a time of grief, but the 
death of this One upon Whom their hopes were 
set—His death shook the foundations from beneath 
their feet. 


The women went to the sepulchre to anoint 
the body of a dead Friend, the dearest Friend they 
had ever found, but a DEAD Friend. They were 
seeking the living among the dead, but they did 
not know this. The men were seemingly too dis- 
heartened even to go, and only went after the 
news of His resurrection came to their ears. 


It is from the depth of this sorrow and dis- 


couragement that we have to measure the height 


of their joy when it finally dawned upon them 
that He was really alive. When this fact became 
firmly fixed in their minds and hearts it is no 
wonder that they went forth counting it a joy to 
be counted worthy to suffer for His name. 


Two Friends of Jesus talk together about what 
had happened. Just what they said is not known. 
The good news had come, but it was too good to 
be true, it seemed to them. They were by no 
means convinced of the truth of what had been 
told them. They communed together and reasoned. 
That would have been a most interesting conver- 
sation to have heard. The Bible is silent upon a 
good many subjects. We will have to wait until 
we see Cleopas and the other disciples before we 
can find out what they said to each other that day. 


A Stranger draws near, begins to ask questions, 
and joins in the conversation. They were sur- 
prised at His seeming ignorance of current events 
in and around Jerusalem. This thing had not 
been done in a corner. Everybody knew about it. 
They rehearse the main facts, however, for His 
benefit. 
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Verse 21 is a sad one. “But we trusted.” If 
they had only had faith to say, “trust,” still trust! 
How soon faith gives way to unbelief and dis- 
trust. 


Then they continue by telling of the news that 
the women brought of the tombs being empty, and 
of the men going there and finding it to be true. 
Still there is no sign of returning faith, but only 
mystification. The whole thing was too much for 


their faith: (We find here one of the strongest — 


evidences of the truthfulness of Luke and the oth- 
er writers as they unhesitatingly give the state 
of mind, the unbelief, of these disciples. We also 
find one of the best proofs of the resurrection 
itself. These men were hard to convince.) 


Their Unknown Friend upbraids them. (Vss. 
25-27). He goes back to the Old Testament to 
show them that these things were to be expected, 
in fact promised and foretold there in Scripture. 
He opened up the Scripture and explains the refer- 
ences to the Christ. : 


Still they do not recognize Him, although no 
doubt puzzled by His knowledge of the Old Testa- 
ment, and His whole manner. 


Their Friend reveals Himself. (Vss. 28-32). 
There seems to have been something characteristic 
in His “breaking of bread’”’ which helped them to 
see more clearly, but both the temporary blinding 
of their eyes and the subsequent opening of them 
is miraculous. It was a means of making the 
truth more gripping when it came. 


He immediately vanishes out of their sight. For 
His own wise reasons He did not stay long with 
them in these days after the resurrection, only 
long enough to thoroughly convince them of the 
reality of His presence. 


Verse 32 is a most beautiful one. Even when 
they knew Him not, His presence made their 
hearts “‘burn’’. The nearness of Christ today will 
make our hearts burn also. 


“Holy Spirit, as at Pentecost given, 

Come in power, with the fire from heaven; 

Burn out the sin, fill with holy zeal from above, 

Change our lukewarmness to “hot hearts’ of 
love’’! 


These two friends report to the others what 
had taken place. We can imagine to some extent 
the feelings of the disciples as the wonderful news 
kept coming in from one source, then another, 
on that unique day. The cumulative effect was in- 
creasing their faith and filling them with a strange 
sense of joy and fear mingled together.’ 


Their Friend now appears in their midst and 
demonstrates the reality of His bodily resurrection 
so that they never doubted again. (Even “doubting 


Thomas” was. convinced the next time). He comes 
with a message of Peace. He comes to drive 
every vestage of unbelief from their minds. “Be. 
hold my hands and my feet that it is I myself: 
handle Me and see: for a spirit hath not flesh and 


bones as ye see Me have.’”’ What a rebuke are 


these words to our modern doubters of His bodily 
resurrection; His body was the same, and yet 
changed. So shall it be with us, for we shall be like 
Him. Paul explains the nature of our resurrection 
body in his classic chapter; I Cor. 15. They saw 
the marks of His crucifixion and knew it was the 
same body. It had qualities now that it did not 
possess before. 


He not only showed them His body, but ate be- 
fore them, giving still further proof of the same- 
ness of the body. This chapter starts with His 
body ABSENT from the tomb, and ends with this 
same body PRESENT with the disciples. Surely no 
one can read this chapter and not believe in the 
Bodily resurrection of our Lord, if they are willing 
to believe anything in the Bible. Nothing could 
be more clearly stated, or more convincingly 
proved than this glorious fact. Our Friend is not 


dead. He lives; His body as well as His spirit, came 


forth from the grave. Our bodies, the bodies of 
all who sleep in Him, shall have the same glorious 
resurrection. 


Let this truth burn itself into: the fiber of our 
being. Then we will be willing to witness, to suf- 
fer, to die, for Him who died and rose again. 
May our hearts “burn within us’ as we realize 
what the tremendous truths of this chapter really 
mean. Our Great Friend, our Living Friend, will 
be with us all the way. We can walk and talk with 
Him. He will receive our souls when we die; He 
will bring forth our bodies from the grave when 
He comes! 


Lesson For April 28: Decisive 
Moments In Peter’s Life 


Scripture: Mark 8:27-33; Luke 22:31-34; 54-62; 
24:33-34; John 1:42; 6:66-68; 21:15-23; Acts 5:29. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 25:4-14. 


.“Lead me in thy truth, and teach me’; “Re- 
member, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy lov- 
ing kindnesses’’; ‘‘“Remember not the sins of my 
youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy 


mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake.” 


These words from the 25 Psalm must have often 
been in Peter’s mind, also this: “For thy name’s 
sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for it is 
great.””’ No one needed teaching and forgiveness 


_ more than Peter. Weak, impulsive, ignorant, he 


required all the patience of his Great Friend. 


Simon Peter Introduced To His Friend (John 
1:42). “And he brought him to Jesus.” Andrew 
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was the one who introduced his brother to the 
Lord. As Jesus sees him, He speaks the prophetic 
words, changing his name from Simon to Cephas, 
a stone. No eye but the eye of the all-seeing 
Savior could have seen or foretold that this simple 
and rough fisherman would become a rock. He 
knew what the grace and power of God can do for 
any Man. 


Let us never feel discouraged when we see 
weak, sinful men, or ordinary boys and girls 
coming to the Master. He who wrought such a 
change in Simon can change anyone who will 
come. We feel that many a proud Pharisee would 
scorn many of the men who become the greatest 
saints through the grace of God. Let us never 
despise even the “little ones.” 


Peter’s Confession Of Faith (Mark 8:27-33; 
John 6:66-69). His friends had been with Him 
for some time now, and the Master wanted an 
expression from them. So, when they come into 
the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He first asked the 
general question, ‘‘Whom do men say that I am,” 
and when they had answered this, the more person- 
al question, ‘‘But whom say ye that I am?” Peter’s 
answer is his, and the disciples’ Confession of 
Faith: “‘Thou art the Christ,” or in its fuller form, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”’ 
In this confession we see both the Deity and Mes- 
siahship set forth. It was on this Rock that the 
Church was to be built. It was a great and de- 
cisive moment in Peter’s life when he could say 
and believe. these truths. He still had much to 


learn about the nature and work of the Christ he 


confessed that day, especially about His sufferings 
and death, but he had made a fine beginning and 
planted his feet firmly on the Rock, Christ Jesus. 
In John 6:66-68 when many were turning away 


from Jesus, He asked His disciples, ‘‘Will ye also. 


go away’? It was Peter who promptly replied, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life. And we believe and are’sure that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


His Tragic And Humiliating Fall (Luke 22:31- 
34; 54-62). We can hardly realize that this is the 
same Peter we saw in the preceding verses. His 
Friend warned him repeatedly and most plainly 
about his coming fall, but all His warnings fell 
on dull ears and were met by a boastful spirit. 
Peter was sure of himself and felt little need for 
the prayers of his Friend, but it was those faithful 


and efficient prayers that prevented Satan from 


making total shipwreck of Peter’s faith, How many 
times we have been kept from absolute failure by 
the prayers of our Advocate and Friend, Who ever 
lives to make intercession for us! 


“When: thou art converted, strengthen’ thy 
brethren.” Even our falls and failures can be used 
to help those, who like us, are tempted to sin. Do 


we always use our failures to “strengthen” our 
brethren? 


The terrible character of Peter’s sin is fully 
described in verses 54-62 and needs no comment. 
Verse 61 gives an added touch of Luke: “‘And the 
Lord turned and looked upon Peter.’ Peter re- 
membered, and the penitent tears flowed freely 
from a broken and contrite heart. Would it not be 
well for us to remember that His eyes, eyes like a 
flame of fire, lit from a loving heart, are always 
upon us? When we are among His enemies, un- 
godly people, His eyes are looking at us and 
calling us to be brave and fearless. 


His Full Restoration (John 21:15-23). Mark 
tells us that Jesus said after his resurrection, ‘“‘tell 
His disciples and Peter.’”’ Perhaps this was meant 
for a special note of encouragement to that dis- 
ciple, who, no doubt, felt that he no longer count- 
ed as a disciple. His Friend’s look, His Friend’s 
remembered words of warning, His Friend’s spe- 
cial message, led up to the scene we find described 
in these verses. Sa 


It was a fitting place, there on the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, for this heart-stirring conversation 
between Peter and his Friend to take place. This, 
too, is a most familiar passage. The three-fold 
question, ‘“‘Lovest thou Me?” the three-fold answer 
of Peter, the three-fold command, ‘‘Feed my lambs, 
feed my sheep,’’ brought to Peter’s mind his thrice- 
repeated denial. 


It was a painful, distressing conversation, but 
a very necessary one. The sin of Peter was griev- 
ous; his repentance must be genuine and heart- 
feit. Like David he must have a deep sense of his 
sin and grieve over it. Sin cannot be lightly passed 
over. This is one of our mistakes today. Would 
that we had more scenes like this one! Is not 
the ‘‘way back” made a little too easy? Is there 
enough confession of sin these days? 


But the restoration is complete. Never again is 
there a doubt as to Peter’s right to be one of 
the number—yea, the leader of -the band. He 
takes his natural place now, better fitted for it by 
his sad experience. He can feel the Shepherd’s 
love for the wayward and weak and wandering 
sheep. “‘Not as lords over God’s heritage, but 
examples to the flock.’’ His fall had been used a’ 
a means of grace to teach him humility and love 
for those who sin. His restoration shows the won- 
derful forgiving grace of God. 


His Courage and Boldness (Acts 5:29). We pass 
over the great scene at Pentecost, one of the great- 
est moments in Peter’s life, for we take it up later. 

The verse above shows Peter as a real ROCK. 
Persecution had come. The disciples were in immi- 
nent and grave danger. Is Peter going to show the 
white feather again? No! He is a different man 


|_| 
e 
e. 
id 
y 
at 
e 
n 
e 
rt 


Page 14 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Apr. 1, 


now. Repentant, restored, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, he is ready to suffer and die for the Friend 
he loves. His answer to the council and high priest 
is deserving of a place among the words of heroes: 
“We ought to obey God rather than men.” Follow- 
ing these words, he boldly accuses them of the 
murder of their Messiah, and proclaims the resur- 
rection of the Christ whom “they slew and hanged 
on a tree.” Facing this angry crowd, thirsting for 
his blood, Peter never falters or quails. He stands 
up for his Friend most nobly.. | 


“All the way my Savior leads me” was eminent- | 


ly true of Peter. As we see the patient, loving 
training given to this man of like passions with 


us, we feel like saying, even as the Old Testament 
saints, “The God of Jacob is my refuge’; “The 
Saviour of Simon Peter is my Saviour; the Friend 
of Simon Peter is my Friend. I will trust Him to 


forgive me, to lead me, to teach me, to make me,” | 


“Take us as we are, and make us what we ought 
to be.’? These words heard so long ago in a prayer 
by an old Confederate Chaplain, come to us as we 
close this study. 


We have seen some of the decisive moments in 
Peter’s life, when the hand of his Great Friend 
molded and made him what he was meant to be, 
by the electing and sanctifying grace of God. 


Young People’s Department 


4 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


April 21: If Christ Be Not Praised 


Introduction 


On this Easter Sunday many people wil] come 
to church who have not been since last Easter 
and who will not come again until next Easter, 
or until there is a funeral or a wedding in their 
family. As they come they are likely to hear that 
because Christ rose from the dead they too shall 
rise, and then the truth will be illustrated by 
pointing out that in the spring time there is a 
resurrection in all nature, for the trees that have 
seemed dead begin to bud and all that has been 
‘drab and lifeless become alive and full of color. 
And those who have heard will go away feeling 
rather good about it all, and in a vague way be 
assured that everything is all right with them. 


In First Corinthians, chapter 15, Paul goes fully 
into the message of the resurrection of our Lord 
and answers many questions that come to our 
.mind. Over and over again in that great chapter 
we read the words that form our topic this eve- 
ning—“If Christ be not raised.” But let us re- 
member to whom Paul was speaking. He opens 
that chapter by saying,’’ Now I am calling to your 
remembrance, brothers, the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received, and on 
which you have taken your stand, by which also 
you are saved.” (1 Cor. 15:1). And what was this 
gospel by which these Corinthian Christians had 
been saved? In verse 3 Paul defines it: “For the 
very first thing that I taught you was that which 
I myself had been taught, that Christ died for our 


sins according to the Scriptures, that he was © 


buried, and that He was raised the third day, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15 :3-Mont- 
gomery). Here is the only Gospel that saves a 
man, 


1. An Actual Death—Christ died. 2. A Neces- 
sary Death—Christ died for our sins. 3. A Sub- 


- stitionary Death—Christ died for our sins. 4. A 


Biblical Death—Christ died . . . according to the 
Scriptures. 5. A Victorious Death—Christ rose 
again the third day. 


When we believe that Gospel and receive that 
Christ who died for us, we are born again, saved, 
and possess everlasting life. The hope of the 
resurrection is then ours, and until we have be- 
lieved the Gospel and received the Christ we shall 
rise from the dead to live with Christ forever, 
but if we do not receive that Christ we shall rise 
from the dead only to go into the everlasting tor- 
ment of the lake of fire. This truth needs to be 
pressed home at Easter when so many who have 
never received Christ come to church and feel 
assured by hearing the broad Easter story. 


When Pauli then addresses the Corinthians 
about the resurrection he is speaking to true be- 
lievers, and he says: “If Christ be not raised, 
then ... ” then what? Let’s follow through the 
Scriptural trail and see. 3 


Scripture Lesson: I Corinthians 15:12-28 
1. If Christ Be Not Raised Then: 


(a) Then Christ’s own testimony was untrue, 
for He said, “I will rise again,’? and we preach 
Him. V. 12. (b) Then Christ’s disciples were com- 
pletely deceived. V. 13-14. (c) Then Christ’s 
Church is a gigantic fraud. V. 15. (d) Then Chris- 
tian experience is a delusion. V. 16-17. (e) Then 
those Christians who have died in the Lord are 
gone forever. V. 19a. (f) Then we are of all men 
most miserable. V. 19b. 
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2. But Now Is Christ Risen (V20) 


(a2) Our preaching is not vain for He has all 
power. (b) Our faith is not vain for He is not a 
dead leader but a living Savior and Lord. (c) 
Our beloved dead are not gone forever for He has 
taken them to be with Him and when He returns 
He will bring them with Him. (I Thess. 4:14-17). 
(d) Our world shall not go on forever as it is but 
He will one day return to rule. (V 21-28). (e) 
Our labor is not in vain in the Lord because He 
will reward every work. (1 Cor. 15:58). (f) We 
are not miserable but we are full of joy because 
to live now is to have Christ with us and to die 
is to go to be with Christ. 


Suggestions 


No man has ever died and returned to tell us. 


what follows death. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is the only One who has ever risen from the dead. 


He alone can tell us about death and everlasting 
life. He has left His message in the Bible, the 


Word of God. If the Bible is not true then the 
wisest man in al] the world does not know one bit 
more than the youngest child. God has promised 
that if we read carefully,. prayerfully, and_ in- 
telligently the Word of God He will make us know 
the truth of these things. (John 7:17; Rom. 10:17). 
Since this is Easter, why bother with the words of 
men who don’t know what it is all about. Let’s 
take the time and trouble to study the above 
passage of Scripture verse by verse to see just 
what God says. It is appointed unto men once to 
die and then the judgment. Since we all have 
death ahead of us it is certainly important that 
we study this theme. Let’s just use the introduc- 
tion and Scripture passage and study it verse by 
verse. 
April 28: A Crowd Is A Lot Of People 


Introduction 


Crowds of people are about us. everywhere to- 
day. Our cities are so much larger today that 
every one of them faces a housing shortage. When 
we walk on the streets we see crowds of people 
thronging to and fro. Our places of amusement 
are filled with crowds of people, and all of us 
have a hard time finding a place in a restaurant 
and in getting our favorite dish. What these 
crowds are and what they do are what our country 
is becoming. 


When we read our morning papers we see 
what a great majority of these people are doing— 
crime, drinking, immorality, self-seeking. Our 
country will become just like what most of the 
people are doing. 


When we turn to the life of our Lord J esus we 
are again faced with great crowds of people. As 
We read of His life we find that He spoke to the 


multitudes that gathered to hear Him. When He 
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healed, great multitudes of people followed Him. 
When He was crucified, His enemies stirred up 
the multitudes. These multitudes were simply the 
crowds thronging the streets of Palestine in His 
day, the masses of the people in His day. 


What was the attitude of Jesus toward these 
masses of people? He knew that His country would 
become just what these people were. What did He 
try to do with and for them? 


Scripture Lesson: Matt. 9:35 - 10:1 


Jesus began His public ministry with a tour 
of the large cities of Galilee, and at the close 
of that tour Jesus called His disciples together 
and told them what to do about the crowds. The. 
details belong to the immediate task to which Jesus 
assigned the disciples—getting the message to all 
Israel. But the principles apply to you and me 
today. Let’s see. 


1. The Ministry of Our Lord—9:35. (a) His 
teaching unveiled a heavenly light. (b) His preach- 
ing released a heavenly power. (c) His healing re- 
vealed a heavenly concern. 


2. The Compassion of Our Lord—9:36. He saw 


the crowds, they were led about by every lust and 
desire, they had no shepherd who could lead them 


‘into abundant life. 


3. The Lord’s Method of Getting Laborers— 
9:37-38. (a) The Need—wmultitudes in need but 
few laborers. (b) The Command—pray the Lord 
of the harvest. (c) The Supply—dHe will send. 


4. The Commission of the Lord—10.1. (a) His 
call—He caNed the disciples unto Him. (b) His 
enduement—He gave them power. (c) His com- 
mand—He sent them forth—V. 5. 


This outline traces the steps all of us should 
follow when: we see the teeming multitudes of 
people about us’ in our own land. When we see 
them we should have a genuine love and com- 
passion for them, a compassion that will make us 
willing to teach them the way of God, preach to 
them Christ’s transforming Gospel, and heal them, 
body and soul, with all the means available. But 
there are sO many nee¢y places throughout the 
world, and we-can not go to all of them. We 
should then pray the Lord of the harvest concern- 
ing laborers. When we do He will not only send 
laborers to other places but He will call us and 
make it plain just where and how He wants us to 
serve, and when He has He will give us the power 
to do just what He wants done. When we go to 
teach, preach, and heal from this kind of experi- 
ence with the Lord, we will be of some help to the 
crowds of people. 


Suggestions 


Our great big world has today become one little 
bundle of needs. All over the world there are 
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things that urgently need to be done for the 


welfare of mankind, and every Christian is a per- 
son whose mind is aware of need, whose heart is 
touched by need, and whose hand is ready to help 
in every time of need. But we in the church must 
take care that we do not let ourselves be drawn 
aside to doing many good and needy things and 
in the doing of them neglect the main thing that 
God has given us to do. In this program you can 
supplement this material in many ways with the 


things that need to be done all over the world, 
but use the Scripture lesson to emphasize that our 
job is to teach the Word of God, preach the trye 
Gospel, and heal the bodies and souls of men ip 
just the place that God in sovereign election has 
called us to go; and let us be sure that we earp. 
estly and sincerely seek the mind of the Lord go 
that we may know that we are in that place, or 
that we are willing to go to that place whenevey 
the Lord makes it known. 


A Plea For Christians 
To Be Informed 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


“Till I come, give attention to reading.” 
I Timothy 4:13; 


“When thou comest, bring with thee the books, 
but especially the parchments.”’ II Timothy 4:18. 


Saint Paul was a man of marked literary tastes. 
He was a cultured gentleman. He was a univer- 
sity man, and had a gnawing hunger for whole- 
some and stimulating books. Because of this he 
naturally took an interest in the intellectual life 
of others. He wrote to Timothy in his first letter, 
“Keep your mind on reading,’’ “Do not neglect 
your intellectual life as a Christian.”’ In the second 
letter to his young comrade we observe that he 
missed his books, and urged him to bring them 
with him, as he had left them in the home of Car- 
pus. He was lonesome without his books. They 
were his cherished companions. 


As church members we need this friendly coun- 
sel given by this Christian apostle to a growing 
young Christian—to give attention to reading. If 
accepted, it will lead to our intellectual and 
spiritual improvement. It will also afford unex- 
pected pleasure, for “true pleasure is not found 
where most men are seeking it.” 


God has never put a premium upon ignorance. 
The message of the Bible is, “Be wise,” ‘‘Know,”’ 
“Understand,” “Learn.” In the fifth chapter of 
Isaiah we hear this lamentation: ‘“‘Therefore my 
people are gone into captivity for lack of know- 
ledge.”’ 


Zeal is an essential quality of Christian char- 
acter, but to be of maximum value it must walk 
hand in hand with knowledge. We must beware 
lest the complaint of Saint Paul against the Jews 
should be made of us, that we have zeal, but not 
according to knowledge. The deplorable thing is 


that frequently we have too little of both. With 


the multiplicity of the feverish activities that we 
have in our church work our reading has suf- 
fered a serious set-back. We should strive to be 
informed, and informed about the things which 
matter most. It was pointed out recently that over 
250,000 physically fit men were rejected for army 
service because of illiteracy. Far more appalling 
is the presence of spiritual ignorance in our 
generation. 


I desire at this time to point out a brief course 
of reading, and suggest a few books and periodicals 
which might be followed by the members of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. I am not a book 
agent, and own no stock in any publishing con- 
cern, but I am convinced that Bacon stated sober 
truth when he wrote, “If I could control the read- 
ing of the household, I would guarantee the well- 


being of Church and State.’”’ Webster felt the 


power of good reading, for he too wrote: “If re- 
ligious books are not widely circulated among the 
masses of this country, and the people do not be- 


come religious, I do not know what will become 


of us as a nation. If truth be not diffused, error 
will be; if God and His Word are not known and 
received, the devil and his works will gain the 
ascendancy.” 


I feel that it is the sacred duty of every Chris- 
tian pastor to help his people choose their read- 
ing. With the increase of books and magazines 
published on such a colossal scale, and so much 
commercialized advertising accompanying these 
publications, there are many people who read 
without discrimination. It is for this reason that 
I want to give some suggestions concerning cel- 


tain books and periodicals which I believe to be 


of value to Christian people. I am not going to 
discourage you by overloading you with sugges 
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tions. I prefer to limit my suggestion to a few 
choice books which ‘never fail to feed our minds 
and hearts. 

I 


First, to be informed Christians we need to give 
more attention to reading the Bible. 


The Book Of Books 


The Bible as literature is in a class by itself. 
It is of heavenly origin, being inspired by the 
third Person of the Trinity. It contains a message 
to be found nowhere else. It has been called a 
work of art, but it is a divine work of art. It has 
been called a history, but it is the history of God’s 
actions with human beings. It has been called 
a science, but it is the science of the revelation 
of truths undiscoverable by men. It has been called 
a philosophy, but it is a philosophy of what God 
has thought. It has been called literature, but it 
is a literature of what God has felt and expressed 
in words, This Book we call the Bible is a deposi- 
tory of divine thoughts communicated through 
human personalities for the purpose of eternal 
life. As Christians, we should open our Bibles 
each day, and thank God for the privilege of read- 
ing its message. We should not look upon Bible 
reading as some laborious task, but as a priceless 
boon. Charles Lamb once declared that he felt 
like saying grace as much before reading as before 
eating. Certainly this should be our attitude as 


we come to the Bible and read the divine thoughts 


which have the ability to stretch our minds, en- 
lighten our consciences, broaden our sympathies, 
enrich our perspectives, and most of all make us 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 


The deplorable thing about modern life is that 
many professing Christians ignore and neglect 
the reading of the Bible. I have found very few 
Christians who can say that they have read the 
Bible in its entirety. Some read a few select 
passages, but very few read the whole counsel of 
God. The ignorance of the Bible on the part of 
professing Christians is distressing. The average 
young American knows about as much of the 
Bible as the pupil in a class who was asked by 
the teacher, ““What can you tell me of Ananias 
and Saphira?’”? He replied, “‘Ananias and Saphira 
is the name of an opera.’’ The prophet must af- 
firm again, ‘‘My people are destroyed for the lack 
of knowledge.”’ 


Causes elie To Glow 


We must read our Bibles more if we are to keep 
the inner fires of our souls burning. The Apostle 
who urged Christians to read, also wrote, ‘‘Main- 
tain the spiritual glow.” I have never known any- 
one to maintain the spiritual glow who neglected 


the reading of the Scripture. Our souls grow cold _ 


without the divine spark of the Word to ignite 
them. Men and women who have been burning and 
shining lights in the Kingdom have taken time 
out of their daily routines to hear God speak to 
their souls each day from the Book. To maintain 
this inner glow we need to read the Scripture 
from a personal point of view. Bunyan employed 
this method and it generated a magnificent. en- 
thusiasm within his breast for spiritual realities. 
In his autobiography we come across such ex- 
pressions as these: ‘“‘That Scripture fastened on my 
heart”; “That sentence darted in upon me”; 
“These words did with great power break in upon 
me’’; “Suddenly this sentence fell upon my soul.’’ 
When we read in this manner, the fire of illumina- 
tion will begin to glow and cause us to become 
glowing Christians. 


A Defensive Weapon 


We must read the Bible in order to combat 
the Tempter. Our enemy, the devil, is always 
going about seeking to devour Christians. The 
Christian’s weapon is the Sword of the Spirit. Each 
time Satan tempted the Lord in the desert, Christ 
stabbed him with the Sword of the Spirit. Our 
Lord knew how to use this Sword. We must learn 
to. be skilful in its use, for a man who is ignorant 
of how to carry and manipulate his sword is a 
source of danger to himself and his fellow men, 
as well as defenseless before the enemy. 


A Source Of Wisdom 


We must read our Bibles to be wise. It is 


- authoritative. It is factual. It is supersifted truth. 


It is distilled philosophy. To know the origin of 
life, the meaning of life, and the destiny of life 


-we must know the Bible. Many upstarts like to 


poke fun at the Puritans, but be it said to their 
everlasting credit that they gave the place of 
greatest importance to knowledge. They considered 
ignorance of the fundamentals of life the most 
deplorable of all conditions, and therefore desper- 
ately dangerous. One preached a sermon on the 
topic, “The Sin and Danger of Ignorance.’ They 
believed ‘‘we are all ignoramuses by nature,’”’ and 
we need God’s revelation to make us wise. Bunyan 
had something to say about the very brisk lad by 
the name of “Ignorance” who was so ignorant 
that he did not know the name of the country he 
was born in. He pointed out that it was a curious 
fact about the Country of Conceit that almost 


none born in it ever knows the name of his father- 


land. He also added that the common name among 
the inhabitants of the land of Conceit is that of 
“Ignorance.” He knew that conceit and ignorance © 
go as inevitably together -as humiilty and wisdom. 


In Rt place, we need to read other books 
than the Bible. 
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We must not permit the reading of other books. 
to crowd out the reading of the Bible. But for a _ 


higher appreciation of the Bible there are other 
books which serve as keys to help unlock the doors 
for entrance into the ‘Bible palace. There is an al- 
most endless number of books I might suggest to 
help us more adequately understand the Bible, 
but I shall restrict my recommendations to a 
minimum of essential ones which should be in 
every Christian’s library. 


A Complete Commentary © 


Purchase a complete one volume Commentary 
on. the Bible. There are many commentaries on 
the Bible, both on separate books and the Bible 
as a whole. Some are very good, some are partially 
good, and some are harmful. If I must limit my 
suggestion on this point to one volume, I want to 
recommend the commentary by Jamieson, Fausset, 
and Brown. It is not a new commentary, but it is 
one of the best that has ever been published. Apart 
from its print’s being small, it approaches the ideal 
of what a one-volume commentary on the Bible 
should be. 


A Good Concordance 


Own a good concordance. Here is a tool that we 
need in our libraries. Some of our Bibles have a 
brief concordance in the back, but such a one is 
usually too brief. Cruden’s Concordance is ade- 
quate and will serve the wants of either the family 
or the Sunday School. It has enjoyed a wide sale 
and its owners are satisfied with their purchases. 
The best concordance is Strong’s ‘‘Analytical Con- 
cordance.” It is larger and more expensive. The 
concordance helps us find passages quickly that 
we desire to lay hold of, but also serves in an 
additional way by showing us that the best Scrip- 
ture interpretation is to let Scripture be made its 
own interpreter. 


A Reliable Dictionary Of The Bible 


Procure a reliable Bible dictionary. Publishing 
houses have put out a number of Bible diction- 
aries, but in my judgement the best and most 
satisfactory is the one entitled “‘A Dictionary of 


the Bible” by John D. Davis. It is a compendium . 


vf the points found in the Scriptures. It offers 
helpful explanations and authoritative illustra- 
cions. This book was first published in 1898, but 
a number of revised editions followed and have 
been helpful. The last revision is now called, ‘‘The 
Westminster Dictionary of the Bible,’”’ revised and 
rewritten by Dr. Henry Snyder Gohman. This 
revision contains most of the material of the 
earlier editions, but frankly, I do not like it as 
well as the earlier editions. 


Biblical Translations 


Buy all the versions and translations you can 
afford. I have found that by comparing versions 


and translations with each other different shades 
of meaning in the Scripture are obvious which 
might be overlooked by just reading one version. 
Translations vary in merit, but most of them are 
helpful. My favorite one in modern speech js by 
Weymouth. 


Books That Make Christ Live 


Read all the books that make Christ live before 
you. James Stalker’s “Life of Christ” is hard to 


beat. It is short, but written in an interesting 


style and has a reverent approach to the life of 
the Saviour. F. W. Farrar’s “Life of Christ’’ js 
also interesting and inspiring, but sometimes it 
is too verbose. Among the more recent lives of 
Christ I would suggest David Smith’s “In the 
Days of His Flesh,” and T. R. Glover’s “Jesus of 
History.” 


Christian Biographies 


Read the biographies of Christian leaders, You - 


might begin with the lives of the apostles and 
especially Saint Paul, Christ’s greatest interpreter. 
To these we might add the biographies of a few 
of the Church fathers such as Athanasius, Chry- 
sostom, Augustine, and the Reformers such as 
Luther, Calvin, and Knox. Then we should include 
such outstanding missionaries as David Living- 
ston, Hudson Taylor, John G. Paton, and Mary 
Slessor. 


Child’s Story Of The Bible 


In every Christian home where there are chil- 
dren I strongly recommend “The Child’s Story 
of the Bible’ by Catherine F. Vos. In this day 
when wholesale attempts are being made to de- 
bauch the minds and morals of our young people 
with obscene and salacious literature, parents 
should seek to immunize children’s minds by 
saturating them with a marvelous book like this. 
It will develop and encourage in them a taste for 
constructive and elevating literature. This is a 
magnificent book appraised from any viewpoint. 
Buy this book if you do not have it and you will 
never regret it. 


Devotional Literature 


Own and read the choicest of devotional litera- 
ture. We have a rich field here, and you may take 
your choice. You should certainly include the 
“Confessions of Saint Augustine,” the ‘Imitation 
of Christ” by Thomas A. Kempis, ‘“Pilgrim’s 
Progress” by John Bunyan, and “With Christ in 
the School of Prayer” by Andrew Murray. Though 


these books are not modern productions, there is 


nothing musty or remote about them. They still 
have power to put us in a spiritual mood, solace 
our disquieted hearts, and fortify our tempted 
souls. 
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Church Papers 


We should also include in our reading program 
one or more edifying Church papers. The only 


Church paper officially published by the Southern . 


Presbyterian Church is the “Presbyterian Survey.” 
It gives interesting news items of each department 
of our Church. The information contained in this 


publication should be in the homes of all of our 


members. 
A Neutral Paper 


There are three Church papers owned and pub- 
lished by Southern Presbyterians which seek to 
serve the needs of our Southern Presbyterian con- 
stituency. One of these papers has a venerable 
and honored history. It has been used in many 
homes of our Church for years. Today it contains 
a good devotional page, up to date Church news, 
and other features of interest to the Christian 
household. I would urge our people to subscribe 
to this paper even though on some matters affect- 
ing the future of our Church it is entirely too 
neutral, and some of its editorials by a contribut- 
ing editor have attacked vital teachings of our 
Church including the verbal inspiration of the 
Scripture. 


_A Liberal Paper 


The second paper’ disseminated within the 
bounds of our Church is decidedly liberal, and to 
a degree modernistic. It has been described as a 
“nale edition of the Christian Century” which is 
the leading modernist organ in America. We re- 
gret to state that this paper has seen fit to sneer at 
Calvinism, criticize our Presbyterian views of 
Sabbath observance, and engender a spirit of di- 


visiveness into our Body which had been har- 


monious for so many years. It includes on its 
editorial staff men who have never been noted 
for their zeal for Biblical truth, and even one 
who has denied the bodily Resurrection of Christ. 
Although this paper appeafs to some of our men 
who like to call themselves ‘‘forward looking Chris- 
tians,” it has been distasteful to many of our 
“born-again” Christian constituency. I am for a 
free press, and therefore would not do anything 
to suppress the utterances of this organ. If any- 
one has a taste for that which seeks to undermine 
the historic positions of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church, then let him subscribe to this Church 
paper. 
A Conservative Paper 


There is a third Church paper published within 


the bounds of our Church. It is the youngest of all — 


those ministering to the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. This paper was organized for the purpose 
of rescuing the banner of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church which had almost fallen into the 
dust, and holding it high in order to rally around 
it men and women who still believe in Biblical 
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Christianity as interpreted by our Southern Pres- 
byterian forebears. This paper has offended some, 
but the only ground of offense, so far as I have 
been able to learn, is that it champions full-orbed 
supernatural Christianity, and_ the distinctive 
cardinal positions held by the Southern Presby- 
terian Church throughout its history. I urge every 
member of our Southern Presbyterian Church to 
subscribe to this periodical and become informed 
on the issues affecting the life and continued ex- 
istence of our Church. This magazine deals fear- 
lessly with the questions affecting our Church 
and presents the truth regardless of the fear or 
favor of man. It is a Church paper that has “‘come 
to the Kingdom for such a time as this,” and I 
urge you to support it. It. is now published twice 
a month at the rate of only a dollar per year. 


If you are tired of emasculated versions of 
Christianity and timid Presbyterianism and desire 
the real thing, you will soon become an enthusi-. 
astic reader and supporter of the Southern Pres- © 
kyterian Journal. While recognizing other evan- 
gelical Christians to be members of the Body of 
Christ, and striving to maintaif the unity of the 
Body of Christ founded upon the eternal truths 
of the Scriptures, the Journal insists that we have 
a mission to propagate the robust system of doc- 
trine set forth in the Westminster Standards. We 
believe this faith to be old but not antiquated. 
It is historical, but still vital and vitalizing. If 
you are interested in the promotion of this faith 
we earnestly solicit your ardent support. 


In this ‘day of dismal confusion, hazy notions, 
and widespread. ignorance let us hear the apostolic 
call to be informed Christians, It will prevent us 
from being sucked into the perilous currents of 
modernism and spiritual anarchy. It will enable 
us to magnify the office of Christian. It will 
qualify us to better adorn the Gospel of God our 
Saviour in all things. Let our Church be a read- 
ing Church, an informed Church, to the end that 
we might become stronger Christians and better 
witnesses for Christ in our generation. May God 
give us an insatiable appetite for the best that 
has been thought and expressed! 


*Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
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Christ: [he Head and King 
Of [The Church 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. ‘ 


Nothing is more characteristic of ecumenical 
theology than its emphasis on the fundamental 
place of Christ in the founding and life of His 
Body the Church. In the article on the Church in 
Kittel’s Theological Word Studies in the New 
Testament, Professor K. L. Schmidt reverses’ Har- 
nack and insists that the Church is integral to the 
concept of the Messiah and hence to Jesus who 
taught both. For Paul, the Church is set over 
against Christ as the bride in relation to the hus- 
band, and at the same time is one with Christ as 
His Body. These great thoughts are popularized 
in English by Principal F. N. Flew, Jesus and His 
Church. At the meeting of the Continuation Com- 
mittee of the World Conference on Faith and 
Order at Clarens, Switzerland, in 1939, scholars 
as wide apart as Presbyterians and Greek Ortho- 
dox vied with one another as to which could de- 
fine the relation of the Church to Christ most 
closely. Since I have published the definition of 
the former (Prof. J. de Zwaan) in Christ—The 
Hope of Glory, I hereby append the definition 
offered by the latter, Prof. G. Florovsky: 


“The One Church of God is not an earthly 
institution and not a human society, but a 
supernatural reality which is in process of 
growth towards the world to come in which 
it will be consummated. It is the sphere of 
action of the risen and ascended Lord, all its 
members being in Christ and being knit to- 
gether by a spiritual or charismatic kinship, 
all their gifts and activities continuing the 
work of Christ by the virtue of the Holy 
Spirit, originating from Christ and being co- 
ordinated by Him to the final goal. Then the 
Church will appear in the age to come, as the 
one people of God, as one glorious body, as 
the New Jerusalem.’ 


In the second half of the second volume of his 
Dogmatik, Barth presents Christ as the beginning 
of all God’s ways toward men. The Father chose 
His only begotten Son to be the Messiah, and in 
Him chose the Church as His body, and _ indi- 
viduals in the Body of Christ. 


- Professor Otto Piper of Princeton points out 
that the effect of worship does not depend on the 
quality of the sermon or the singing, but on 
the fact that the risen Lord has bound Himself 
to the institution of His worshipping Church. 


In the American Theological Committee’s vol- 
ume, The Nature of The Church, the emphasis in 


‘own right hand far above 


the statements of Principal Richard Davidson of 
Toronto and Professor F. W. Loetscher of Prince. 
ton is likewise on the Headship of Christ. The for. 
mer says: 


“The Church was brought into existence 
through Jesus Christ who willed a new Israel 
. The Church is the Body of Christ and 
lives by His Spirit dwelling in her members 
. The Church is one .. . in that all are 
members of the one Body of which Christ is 
the Head.”’ 


The latter says: “Christ is and ever will 
be the one and only Head and Lord of the 
Church. The relation between Him and the 
Church is of so vital and indeed so unique a 
character that without him the Church could 
never have come into being or have con- 
iinued to exist. The Church is His _ body, 
Jrawing its very life from Him and in turn 
serving Him as the members of the body serve 
the governing head. By His efficacious grace 
He quickens with spiritual life men dead in 
trespasses and sins, and by His Word and 
sacrament He nourishes and enriches this new 

-ereation and transforms it into His own like- 
ness.”’ 


In the light of this current recognition of the 
Headship of Christ, we earnestly ask the union 
committees of the US and the USA Churches to 
consider the place of this glorious truth in the 
history and testimony of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church. | 


The General Assembly of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church was organized at Augusta, Georgia, 
December 4, 1861. Dr. Benjamin M. _ Palmer 
preached the opening sermon on the text: “And 
gave Him to be Head over all things to the 
Church; which is His body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth all in all.” His theme was: The su- 
preme domination to which Christ-is exalted as the 
Head of the Church, and the glory of the Church 


in that relation as being at once His body and 


His Fullness. 


The scriptural testimony to the Headship of 
Christ is abundant. God has placed Him at His 
every name _ that is 


named, has put all things under His feet, and 
has given Him to be Head over all things. Unto the 
Son of Man-has been given domination and glory 
and a kingdom that-all nations should serve Him. 
All authority in heaven and on earth is given t0 
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ie Risen Redeemer and He is Prince over the 
sings of the earth. The Messiah, who is the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, sits upon the throne 
of David and upon His kingdom to order it and 
establish it. Ten thousand times ten thousand give 
blessing and honor and glory unto Him that sitteth 
yon the throne and unto the Lamb. 


This sole Headship and Kingship of Christ is 


eminently fitting in view of both His Person and 
His work. In Himself Christ is God and all the 
perfections of God are indispensable to the ful- 
filment of this amazing trust. Only He who cre- 
ated and sustains the universe is sufficient for 
this task. Moreover, He is the Second Person of 
the adorable Trinity, the revealer of the Father, 
and the heir of all things. ‘“‘As therefore in Christ’s 
divinity we discover the resources, so again in His 
personal distinction as the Son we trace the ulti- 
mate reason of this universal Headship.’”? And 
“f the power to wield this empire vests in Him 
as God, no less does the form of that jurisdiction 
depend upon a true participation in the nature 
of those to whom He is the Head.” “By His in- 
eanation Christ virtually embraced all the grades 
of being lying between the extremes of the scale.” 
For man as to his body is of the earth earthy, 
and as to his soul, celestial and God-like. Further 
by His perfect obedience of the law, Christ magni- 
fed the law and made it glorious. He was made 
under the law and was obedient unto death, where- 
frre God has highly exalted Him. In His work are 
blended the two methods of law and grace, by 
which God reveals His moral perfections. By His 
dbedience Christ indicates the law’s injured 
majesty, while through His grace He brings out 
the tenderest affections of the Father as a God 
of love. 


Dr. Palmer’s noble testimony that day has not 
been wasted, but is incorporated into our Southern 
Presbyterian Book of Church Order and Con- 
fession. While we took over the Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, we soon modified 
the Book of Church Order in line with Palmer’s 
magnificant emphasis on the sole Headship of 
Christ. In 1729 American Presbyterianism adopted 
the Westminster Confession, catechisms, and Form 
of Government. The old Westminster Form opens 


with a Preface setting forth Christ as the Head 


of the Church and the source of all her power and 
government. In reorganizing American Presby- 
terianism in 1788 this great and glorious Preface 
somehow dropped out. Its place was taken by a 
long chapter of Preliminary Principles justifying 
to eighteenth century secularism the propriety of 
requiring credal subscription. 


The Southern -Presbyterian founding fathers 


were a bit hard on these Preliminary Principles. 


They dropped them cold as “but a lame apology 
for being Presbyterians.” Instead they ‘recovered 


the great Preface of the Westminster Divines and 
so made the stone which the USA builders had re- 
jected to be the Head of the Southern Presby- 
terian corner. This Preface is now the first par 

graph in our chapter II of the Book of Chureh 
Order. It is followed by another fine paragraph 
the drive of which comes from the Second Book 
Of Discipline of the Church of Scotland, a book 
written by Andrew Melville and approved by 
Parliament in 1592. From His throne of glory, 
Christ rules and teaches the Church, through His 
Word and Spirit by the ministry of men. The 
third paragraph of the same chapter is a great 
statement of the aloneness of Christ’s Headship. 
It takes -up that conviction which was the life of 


_ Presbyterianism in the killing times in Scotland. 


The simplest Scottish worshipper was certain that 
Christ was present in the worship of the Kirk be- 
cause her worship was strictly according to the 
Word of Christ the King. No Roman Catholic 
was ever as certain of the presence of the flesh of 


Christ in the consecrated wafer as the Scottish 


kirkman was of the presence of the King in the 
worship of His own ordering. And this conviction 
led to the downfall of the walls of Rome and the 
building up of Scottish Presbyterianism upon the 
ruins of Papacy. Our paragraph (10) asserts that 
Christ as King has given to His Church His system 
of doctrine, government, discipline and worship 
all of which is either set down in Scripture or else 
can be deduced therefrom by good and necessary 
inference. And to which things He commands that 
nothing be added and naught be taken away. Hold- 
ing this testimony, we are sure that Jesus Christ is 
present with His Church by His Word and Spirit. 


Our Book carries this Headship of Christ into 
its conception of ecclesiastical power and dis- 
cipline. Church Courts ‘‘can make no laws binding 
the conscience.” Dr. Thomas Peck insisted that 
Christ alone makes the laws, and that the courts 
of the Church only make rules or regulations. 
This accords with the Confession that synods and 
councils may err, but that they may make “rules 
and directions.” Our Book of Discipline follows 
Dr, Thornwell in strictly limiting an offense to 
that which is contrary to the Word of God. On the 
other hand the USA Church allows the disciplining 
of men for merely violating a “law” of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, thus making two- heads, two kings 
and two lawgivers for the Church: (1) Christ and 
(2) the General Assembly. 


In the revision of our Confession of Faith, para- 
graph VI of Chapter XXV reads: “The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the only head of the Church and the 
claim of any man to be the vicar of Christ and the 
head of the Church, is without warrant in fact 


or in scripture, even anti-Christian, a usurpation 


dishonoring to the Lord Jesus Christ.” We notice 
that this paragraph is softened in the proposed 
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Plan of Union, by the omission of the term, anti- 
Christian. Why the change? Some few years agu 
we saw a letter written on the stationery of the 
Stated Clerk of the USA Assembly. On this sta- 


tionery the Stated Clerk had printed the claim — 


that he was the “Executive Head” of the Presby- 
terian Church USA. Even with the softened form 
of this statement in the Plan of Union it would 
seem proper for the U.S.A. Stated Clerk to change 
the claim on his stationery. 


Other parts of our testimony to the Headship of 
Christ are much more seriously curtained in the 
Plan of Reunion. The Preface of the Westminster 
Divines is cut beyond recognition. The sentence 
borrowed from the Second Book of old Scotia is 
mutilated by the insertion of an “and” which 
wholly changes the sense of the paragraph. In our 
Book, as in the old Scottish Book, a minister is 
speaking and acting with the authority of Christ 
only when he speaks and acts according to the 


Word and by the grace of the Holy Spirit. On. 


the other hand, in the Plan of Union it is asserted 
that “Christ rules the Church through His Word 
and Spirit AND by the ministry of men.” This 
means that a Church officer, e.g. a Stated Clerk, 
would have Christ authority whether or not he was 
speaking or acting by the Word and the Spirit— 
a totally different thing. 


We devoutly pray that before a Plan of Union 
is approved it will carry the glorious testimony of 
Benjamin Morgan Palmer much more effectively 
than does the present Plan of Union. Only so will 
it give effect to the solemn statement of para- 
graph 19: “The exercise of ecclesiastical power, 
whether joint or several, has the divine sanction, 
when in conformity with the statues enacted by 
Christ, the Lawgiver, and when put forth by courts 
or by officers appointed thereunto in His Word.” 


A PRAYING MOTHER 


Billy Sunday tells the story of a minister wh 
was making calls. When he rang the bell of a cer- 
tain home a little girl opened the door. He asked 


for her mother, and she asked, “Are you sick?” 


He said that he wasn’t and she asked, ‘“‘Are you 
hurt?” Again he said, ‘‘No.’”’ Then she asked if 
he knew of anyone sick or injured. When he re- 
plied that he did not, she said, “Then you can’t 
see mamma, for she prays from _ nine to ten 


o’clock.” It was then twenty minutes after nine, - 


but he sat down and waited forty minutes to see 
her. At ten o’clock she came in with the light of 
glory on her. face; and he knew why that home 
was so bright; he knew why her two sons were 
in the theological seminary and her girl was a 
missionary. ‘“‘Al] hell cannot tear a boy or girl 
away from a mother like that,’ comments Mr. 
Sunday. —The Christian Digest. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


What Would The Lord 


Jesus Have You Say? 
By Dr. C. O'N. Martindale* 


Not long ago I read what was called by “‘goog 
judges” a great sermon on a very vital text by q | 
splendid Christian leader. It was really a notable | 
message. Yet it had far more imported matter | 
than belongs in it—fully half its length—put first. 
The last half put more of the heart of it in the 


foreview—because closer to the Text. 


After carefully reading, I asked a lady of much | 


wide reading and good Christian calibre and fine 


balanced judgment to read it, and voice what she | 


thought of it, and she substantially and ingenious. 
ly replied: She would say “it was a fine rhetorical 
and homiletical effort, well-phrased, and striking. 
ly framed to appeal to the modern man or woman, 
but she just wondered if Jesus 
preached in that fashion on that text and its mean- 


ing to any person or body of people anywhere!” | 
What a comment! And how revealing of the in- | 
adequacy and unsatisfyingness of much of the go- | 


called up-to-date preacher’s and teacher’s method 
of approach to and proposed exegesis of even the 


superlatively clear Scriptures passages that came | 


from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 


When YOU Preach or Teach, be sure YOU Stick 
to and Tell The Truth In The Text You Use, and 
do not give a mere rehash of sundry human ideas 
or clutter any vagaries of no value at all from a 
Gospel standpoint! Be sure You Get the Exact 
Meaning (According to the Original Text) of the 
Scripture Words you make the Pivotgof your 


Interpretation and Message (Sermon) to Christian 


and non-Christian! 


Any preacher will find it worth while before 
he starts on any message based on any section 
of Holy Scripture—to ask what would the Lord 
Jesus have me do as to this text? He gives His 
Holy Spirit as our helper to guide us into all 
Truth. Do we want to Know the Truth and to 
Tell The Truth as well as to Do the Truth, and 
help our hearers to do likewise. Looking over my 
shoulder and following what I am writing, Do®s 
God Approve or Disapprove What I am. Saying 
This Text Means? Does He Own it, or does He 
Disown the Meaning I Put On the Text as untrue 
and unworthy of an Ambassador of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? Maybe we’ll preach and teach differently 
if we remember His Eyes are upon us, and His 
Ears Hear our Words; and Life or Death de: 


* pends on our fidelity to His Word to men. 


*Baton Rouge, La. 


Apr. 1, 1948 


would have | 


| 
| the 
| anc 
| ist 
pre 
at 
ser 
foll 
the 
fo 
and 
m cre 
uni 
pre 
bow 
seq 
2 
pro 
ad 
prin 
ami 
3 
go 
ing 
is t 
the 
saa 
ards 
all 
belie 
unit 
orga 
hess 
hom 
vers 
most 
not 
mM ¢ 
these 
but 
4, 
com} 
toda 
our 
mai 
Unio 
ordi 
har 
| ous 
| 


‘Apr. 1, 1946 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 23 


What Would Be The Gain 
In Union?r 


By Rev. Herbert S. Springall, D.D.* 


Years ago, I advocated early organic union of 
the U.S. and U.S.A. churches, but later experiences 
and observations through my forty-five years min- 
istry in Texas have modified my convictions. My 
present conviction is that to press organic union 
at this critical time is unwise, unwelcome and 
griously injurious to our Lord’s work. That con- 
viction has been reached slowly, chiefly from the 
following facts: 

1. There are such fundamental differences in 
the interpretations of the most vital doctrines set 
forth in the accepted Standards of both the U. S. 
and U. S. A. Churches, as presented by its ac- 
credited leaders of the two denominations, that 
union consummated prior to a uniformity of inter- 
pretation would provoke critical discussions and 
liscords that would inevitably reach out to all the 
bunds of the congregations, with disastrous com- 
sequences. 

2. There are also, but secondarily, such wedical 
differences in the methods of Presbyterian 
procedure in church courts, in social relationships, 
and emphasis of church objectives that harmony of 
administration is almost inconceivable before the 
primary items of Christological disputes are 


amicably adjusted. 


3. The widely publicized Plan of Union does not 
g0 to the heart of the complex difficulties separat- 
ing the denominations. The basic, central problem” 
is to find, if possible, a common denominator for 
the interpretation of the most important truths 
of the Christian faith as set forth in the Stand- 
ards of both denominations. The true source of 
all difficulties is spiritual, not mechanical; it is 
belief, not action; doctrine, not administration. A 
unity of understanding must precede a hopeful 
(ganic union, much as wise lovers attain a one- 
nsss of heart before building their prospective 
hme. The processes of Organic Union are in re- 
verse. And if the varied interpretations of the 
most sacred truths of the Presbyterian faith can- 
nt be harmonized into a mutually accepted creed 
in a sincere spirit of truest devotion, then all 
these secondary steps toward organic union are 
but sounding brass and tinkling symbols. 


4, There is, furthermore, such a strong, faithful 
company of consecrated leaders in our church 
today, with a following estimated at one-third of 
tur denomination’s members, who conscientiously 
maintain they cannot become a party to Organic 
Union with the U.S.A. church in view of their 


ordination vows to study the peace, unity and 


harmony of the church, unless, and until, the seri- 
ous divergencies of both faith and practice are 


for more, mot less, 


explained, adjusted and accepted as true to the 
Scriptures. Here a tragic division in our own 
household of faith impends. Shall we heed the 
warning lights these beloved brethren flash upon 
us, and proceed most prayerfully? 3 


5. Meanwhile, many are asking frankly, “what 
would be the gain in union?” The quietness on 


this point is noticeable. What is the U.S.A. church 


saying to us thereon? Is the U. S. church really, 
urgently desired? Most of our membership have 
never seen any clear, comprehensive statement of 
strong reasons for Organic Union. The twin 
reasons: Of a united front to the. world, and 
economy, are too often specious and unconvincing. 
The asker notes that overlapping U. S. and U.S.A. 
churches are vanishing; that the call is pressing 
churches; that the field is 
white to harvest, with 50 percent of the average 
city’s population unchurched, and that fraternal 
rivalry to increased efficiency is inspirational. 
Christ prayed for Christian unity, such as is evi- 
denced in any local Pastors’ Association, and not 
for an organized set up. 


Recently an appeal touching the idea of post- 


ing our membership more accurately has been — 


broadcast. The proposal is to promote the inter- 
change of leaders of all church activities and culti- 
vate closer fellowship all along the many lines of 
our U.S. and U.S.A. contacts. But such gracious 
and wholesale drawing together of leaders, holding 
unwelcomed interpretations of precious truths 
most surely believed among us, and with a known 
eye on Organic Union, would warrant hearers in 
believing that the visiting guests’ views are ap- 
proved by the visited church, and could readily 
become an aggravating and divisive occasion in 
our own families. 


There remains one conclusion: The closest co- 
operative action at home and abroad in truest 
Christian brotherhood. The Plan of Union should 
be set aside. Its present activities are untimely, 
provocative, and manifestly injurious to the high- 
est welfare and progress of our church. The As- 
sembly should direct its most earnest and prayer- 
ful efforts to find, if possible, the solution of its 
most serious problem in the way of. union; the 
harmonizing of our foundational theological differ- 
ences in the understanding of what the West- 
minister Confession of Faith and the Catechisms 
set. forth as infallible Christian truth. “Can two 
walk together except they be agreed?” 


*Chairman of the Home Mission Committee, 


of Dallas Presbytery. 
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Young Readers’ Page 


Two Congo Girls 


De-muan-ye was an attractive-young girl but a 
bit shy as her older preacher brother brought her 
to us to be entered in our Girl’s Home at Mutoto 
Station. She was so happy for this opportunity to 
go to school for the first time in her life. She 
made friends readily with the other girls for she 
had a pleasant disposition and the matron found 
her dependable in her work. When school and gar- 
den duties were finished she would often come to 
the missionary’s home to ask if she could take the 
baby for a walk or do some mending to earn a 
little extra money. This enabled her to always 
be able to make a contribution to her Christian 
Endeavor Society. 


When vacation time came De-muan-ye was glad 
to return to her native village but her heart was 
sad when her father announced she couldn’t re- 
turn to Mutoto. Being a heathen he thought it a 
waste of time for women and girls to go to school 
for their place was in the home and field. De- 
muan-ye was wise not to take issue with him but 
instead asked permission to go on a visit to this 
older brother. Of course he wanted her to con- 
tinue her schooling so brought her right back to 
our Girts’ Home. Although angry her father didn’t 
carry out his threat to come and get her for ac- 
cording to tribal custom the authority of the older 
brother is practically the same as that of the 
father. By the end of the second year in school 
De-muan-ye had made splendid progress in her 
studies. During this second vacation she gathered 
the girls of her village around her to teach them 
what she had been learning. Her father became 
very proud of the fact that his daughter was the 
only girl in the village who could read and write. 
Sometimes he too would listen in the evenings as 
she taught Scripture verses and Sunday School 
songs to the children gathered around her. 


When it was time for’ school to open again 
imagine De-muan-ye’s joy when her father gave 
his consent for his younger daughter, N-go-ye, 
to also enter our Girl’s Home. She too proved to 
be a good investment of the native matron’s and 
missionary teacher’s training. Girls like De-muan- 
ye and N-go-ye are now — establishing Christian 
homes of their own and thus helping to spread the 
light of the Gospel through Central pccarary™ i. 


First White Child! 


Yes, for once in my life I created quite a sen- 
sation by being the first white child to be born 
on Lusambo Station, Congo Belge, Africa! In less 
than one hour after my arrival at noon our yard 
was filled with native men, women and children 
eager to see me!! A kind but firm Swedish mis- 
sionary nurse stepped to the door and said she had 
just bathed the baby and tucked her in her native 
made basket for a nap!!! Very reluctantly the na- 
tives returned to the village wondering just how 
long they would have to wait to see me. Well, that 
was on Friday and on Sunday morning my father 
preached there on the Mission Compound. At the 
close of the service he announced that anyone 
who wanted to see the baby could accompany him 


home. The congregation arose as a body and fol- 
lowed him. He quietly evaded the nurse and lifted 
the sleeping infant out of her basket. As he step. 


ped on the porch the bright light caused me to 


squirm, open my eyes and raise my arms. The na- 
tives clapped their hands and said, ‘‘Twa-sek-e- 
de-la” (thank you.) 


After I was several] months old I was baptized 
by our Native Pastor, Mu-son-guela. He and my 
father had worked together both on the local sta- 
tion and out through the hill country and were 
devoted friends. After a long and useful life God 
has called this faithful servant of His to his 
Heavenly Home. I’m looking forward to seeing 
him again. —M.R.B. 


IT WORKS 


A mechanic was called in to repair the mechan- 
ism of a giant telescope. During the noon hour 
the chief astronomer came upon the man reading 
the Bible. ‘‘What good do you expect from that?” 
he asked. “The Bible is out. of date. Why, you 
don’t even know who wrote it.” 


The mechanic puzzled a moment. Then he looked 
up. “Don’t you make considerable use of the 
multiplication table in your calculations?” 

“Yes, of course,’ returned the other. 

“Do you know who wrote it?” 

“Why, no, I guess I don’t.” 

“Then,”’ said the mechanic, ‘Show can you trust 
the multiplication table when you don’t know who 
wrote it?” | 

‘‘We trust it because ... well, because it works,” 
the astronomer finished testily. 

“Well, I trust the Bible for the same reason— 
it just works.” 

—From Christus Medicus Magnus. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the 
letter ‘‘E”’: 


(1) “Stirreth up her nest’; (2) Samson lost 


his; (3) The high preist’s servant lost one of his; 
(4) What Abraham’s servant put on Rebekah’s 
face; (5) “Was without form, and void’; (6) Be- 
tween the wind and the fire; (7) Rescued a pro- 
phet from a dungeon; (8) ‘Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us”; (9) “Dead upon the seashore”; (10) 
“He was an old man, and heavy”; (11) He said, 
“Shoot; and he shot”; (12) “Stood upon a pulpit 


of wood.” 

‘eizq (ZT) (TT) 
(OL) {suendAsq (6) (8) 
-poqa (L) (9) (¢) ‘sulted 
(7) {saeq ‘sodq (Z) (T) 


(Encourage the use of Concordance, from this 
quiz on.) 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


CHURCH WOMAN’S CALENDAR 
APRIL 1946 


April 1: The Church Year 1946-1947 Begins. 
April 7: Christian Education Day. 

April 21: War Relief Day. 

April Circle Topic: Starting Anew. 


April Auxiliary Topic: How Did My Church Begin? 


Why Are We Presbyterians? 
April: Attending Presbyterial Meetings. 


Advance Plans made for important events that | 


come early in May. 
f 


Three Approaches To The 
Alcohol Problem 
By Mrs. W. B. Ramsay” 


Since this article appears on the page designat- 
ed “Women of the Church,” it is presumed that 
church wemen will read it. If the women of the 


Church would face the facts about alcohol, they . 


would do something to change the attitudes and 
tendencies of the times that make the United 
States the greatest drinking nation in the world 
and make President Truman list the increase in 
juvenile crime as “four most alarming problem.” 


There are three approaches to the problem 
that church women should make—First, to be in- 
formed. High pressure advertising in magazines, 
over the radio, and on the screen has succeeded 
in making the use of alcohol as a beverage socially 
smart, and has created the attitude of accepting 
drinking, even excessive drinking, as inevitable. 
But this is a time of evaluating every thing that 
touches the common interest, and, every church 
woman should put herself on the fact finding 
board to investigate the truth about alcohol. Spe- 
cial studies in alcohol education are being carried 
on in many colleges and universities of America. 
Over three thousand applied last summer for en- 
trance to the Yale School of Alcohol studies. 
Credit courses in alcohol education were given 
last summer in colleges in Florida, Mississippi, 


_ South Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 


Colorado, Alabama, Georgia, South Dakota, Iowa, 
California and West Virginia. 


What do scientists say about alcohol? It is not 
a food. It may liberate a large amount of calories, 
but it fails to provide vitamins, minerals, and 
proteins, and does not produce in. the tissues 
growth or repair or development. 


It is a depressant, not a stimulant. It is surpris- 


-ing how far-reaching the fallacy of alcohol as a 


stimulant has gone. A recent survey of fifteen 
thousand high school seniors in one of the eastern 
states showed that 38 percent considered alcohol 
to be a stimulant. 43 percent of these seniors were 
regular users of alcoholic beverages. And in every 
community too many adults look upon liquor as 
something that “gives them a lift,’’ whereas in 
fact it slows them down. Alcohol dilates tiny 
blood vessels which cause skin temperature to rise, 
but actually the body temperature and resistance 
to cold is lowered. 


It is a narcotic poison. As the brain cells con- 
tain more liquid and more water than other 


‘cells, these higher nerve cells are the first to be 


affected. Thus a small intake impairs self-con- 
trol, judgment, conscience, and the higher in- 
hibitions of the human spirit. By attacking the 
higher functions of the brain first, restraints are 
removed and loud laughter and illusory feelings 
of pleasure are a mockery, only a mechanism of 
escape from the realities of life. | 


It is disastrous in its effects on bodily func- 
tions. By giving a false sense of security and 
power, it slows down motor reaction, causing, ac- 
cording to the National Safety Council’s report, 
one out of every five highway fatalities. Even 
small amounts of alcohol intake make driving of 
cars and planes unsafe, and unfit the skilled 
technician and the surgeon for their tasks. Heavy 
drinking, 4 to 5 parts of alcohol to 1,000 parts of 
blood, means staggering and falling, and a more 
than 5 parts to 1,000 parts of blood means deep 
anesthesia and maybe death. 


Alcohol and disease. Alcohol is a habit-forming 
drug, and the confirmed addict is diseased and 
needs treatment. The Yale research studies show 
the country has 2,400,000 inebriates and 600,000 
chronie alcoholics. Then, alcohol is a direct cause 
of various acute and chronic diseases. The records 
of the state hospitals for mental diseases in the 
United States show that more than 10 percent 
of admissions are for alcoholic psychosis. Dr. 
Milton Roseman, Professor of Preventive Medicine 
in Harvard University, says, “Alcohol is the bed- 
fellow of syphilis and gonorrhea.” 


Alcohol and the home. Sociological research re- 
veals that the breakdown of the American home 
is greatly affeeted by the emotional instability 
and the economic tensions caused by alcoholic 
indulgence. 
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Alcohol and economics. Accidents, absenteeism, 
unemployment, cost of crime, and the diversion 
of raw materials needed for a hungry world are 
a part of the economic waste of beverage alcohol. 

Alcohol and society. This country is paying two 
dollars for alcohol for every one dollar it pays 
for education, from the kindergarten to the uni- 
versity graduate and professional schools. The 
national drink bill is over $7,000,000,000 or $54 
per man, woman and child. Society pays dear in 
unemployment, accidents, crime, mental disease, 
and lowered moral standards for the return in 
taxes paid for liquor licenses. 


Nhe second approach church women should 
make is to face young people with these scientific 
facts. Encourage the boys and girls to study the 
subject from every angle. Generally the problem 
with them is a social one, whether to be counted 
sissy jor a social success. However, when they take 
the saihdand off of this one limb and lay it along- 
side of the whole of life, they can be made to see 
that alcohol does not make for a disease-resisting 
body, that it is an economic waste; that it in- 
creases crime, and lowers personal, moral and 
spiritual standards. The Boy Scouts pledge is a 
total abstinence pledge. 


Let the young people see that they are being 
propagandized. The Chicago Sun of October 28 
states that ‘“‘some veteran brewers assert that 
beer consumption during the war received greater 
promotional impetus than it would have in 20 
normal years. This they attribute to the fact 
that 10,000,000 soldiers in army camps have been 
accustomed to beer, and that a large proportion 
of them will continue to be consumers in civilian 
life.”’ 


The third approach the church women can make 
is to strengthen every force for right living that 
touches the home. This means being informed as 
to where their young people are and what they 
are doing. It means substituting something better 
for the questionable resort places where beer is 
served. It means teaching self-control in the home; 
taking Sunday School seriously; setting a con- 
sistent, godly example; and above all it means 
sounding the call of Christ to a life of victory 
over sin and to a crusade for victory over bever- 
age alcohol. 


*Penney Farms, Fla. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses, leading to 
A.A. and A.S. Degrees. Commercial. Aeronautics. Prepar- 
atory Department: Senior High chool, with Tenth, 
Eleventh and Twelfth Grades. Refresher Courses for Vet- 
erans. Personal Attention. Christian Influences. Thorough 
Instruction. Summer Session Begins June 10, 1946. Fall 
Session Begins September 9, 1946. 


BOX B-12 — MAXTON, N. C. 
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ONE OF THESE 
REGULAR 

INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 


For Yourself — For 
Another — Or 
Jointly 


And ... at the same time ... your invested 
funds become a GIFT to Foreign Missions, 
thus making it possible for you to both 
INVEST and GIVE in one transaction. 


Annuity rates range from 214 to 7 percent, 
based on age of the recipient. Payments are 
made semi-annually. The income does not 
shrink nor fluctuate—the rate never changes. 
Certain income tax exemptions are allowed 


becomes a Living Investment in. Foreign 
Missions. 


For full and detailed information about the 
many attractive features of Annuity Gifts, 
write to: 
Curry B. Hearn 
| Treasurer 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 


on both principal and income. Your money 
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General Church News 


Frank H. Caldwell | 
Dr. Caldwell On Presbyterian Hour 
Sunday, April 7th, 1946 


Dr. Frank Hill Caldwell, president of the Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville, Ky., will 
be the speaker on The Presbyterian Hour next 
Sunday morning, April 7th, at 8:30 A. M., E. 
S. T., over an independent network of southern 
radio stations. 


Born in Corinth, Miss., Dr. Caldwell for a time 
attended the United States Military Academy and 
the University of Mississippi, and was awarded the 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Centre College in 
1926. He took his ministerial training in the Louis- 
vile Presbyterian Seminary and pursued post 


graduate work leading to the Doctor of Philosophy 


degree in the University of Edinburgh. He studied 
later at the New York University, became pro- 
fessor of Bible at Centre College, and after a 
pastorate in the White Memorial Church, Mc- 
Comb, Miss., he came to Louisville Seminary as 
professor of homiletics in 1930. Dr. Caldwell was 
elected president of the institution in 1936 and 
that same year was awarded the Doctor of Divinity 
degree by Centre College. 


The subject of Dr. Caldwell’s address next Sun- 
day morning will be, “Truth Which Liberates.” 


Church Council Called ‘Menace’ 
To Christianity 


_ Texarkana, Ark., March 14. (AP).—The Amer- 
lcan Baptist Association, in convention here, has 
adopted a resolution terming the Federal Council 
Mi Aye of Christ a “‘menace to true Chris- 
anity.”’ 


“We believe that said organization is unscrip- 


Thomas K. Young 


Dr. Young On Presbyterian Hour 
Sunday, April 14, 1946 


Dr. Thomas K. Young, pastor of the Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church of Memphis, Tenn., will be 
the speaker on The Presbyterian Hour on Sun- 
day morning, April 14th, at 8:30 A. M., E. S. T., 
over an independent network of southern radio 


stations. 


A native of West Virginia, Dr. Young was edu- 
cated at Hampden-Sydney College and Washing- 
ton and Lee University. He took his ministerial 
training at Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 
ginia, and was pastor for a time of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Covington, Va. After a long 


and successful pastorate in Roanoke, at the First 


Presbyterian Church, he went from there to his 
present pastorate in Memphis in 1930. Dr. Young 
was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree by 
Hampden-Sydney College in 1920. 


Last spring he was elected to the highest post 
in his denomination when he became moderator of 
the General Assembly of 19465. . 


The subject of Dr. Young’s address will be, 
“A Worthy Christian Answer.” 


tural,’ the association declared, ‘‘in that it denies 
many of the fundamental doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith and that its purpose to unionize all 
Christian churches is unscriptural, unholy and un- 
desirable, because it seeks to do so on the basis 
of modernism and the so-called social gospel. ... 
We see in the preachments of a number of its lead- 
ers the tendency to communism.”’ 


The association represents 442 Baptist churches 
in 17 states, Hawaii and Canada. 
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Federal Council Asked To Work 
For Non-Segregated Church 


Columbus, Ohio (RNS).—‘“‘The time has come 
for the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America to unequivocally renounce the pattern 
of segregation in race relations as unnecessary 
and undesirable.”’ 


This resolution was adopted here at a session 
of the Committee on Community Tensions in con- 
nection with the special post-war meeting of the 
Federal Council to adopt new strategic policies. 


Approval of the statement was preceded by 
frank and candid debate. Discussing segregation, 
W. W. Alexander of Chicago, vice-president of 
the Julius Rosenwald Fund and chairman of the 
Federal Council’s Commission on the Church and 
Minority Peoples said: 


“It is clear that we have adopted the pattern 
of segregation. This is not sectional but national. 
There is about as much in one sectjon of the coun- 
try as another. a 


“This is so much in conflict with Christian teach- 


ing, that if we are dealing realistically, we must 


look at it as a national pattern. 


“Less than one per cent of the colored Protes- 
tants in the United States have any fellowship in 
worship with their white brethren. The church is 
more segregated than the school system or than 
organized labor.”’ 


Expression of the Negro viewpoint came from 
Dr. Benjamin Mays, vice-president of the Fed- 
eral Council and President of Morehouse Col- 
lege, who declared: 


“We don’t see how we can defend segregation 
in church and fight it on the street car. If the 
church sanctions the pattern of segregation it 
complicates the whole pattern of secular life. 
The church is supposed to furnish moral leader- 
ship. It is either all or none.” 


Dr. Clark Cummings of St. Louis told the dele- 
gates: “when we inquire of the hotels whether or 
not they could accommodate an inter-racial meet- 
ing they answer: ‘why does the church ask us to 
do something that the church itself will not do?’ ”’ 


The complete resolution follows: “‘The time has 
come for the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America to unequivocally renounce the 
pattern of segregation in race relations as un- 
necessary and undesirable and a violation of gospel 
love and human brotherhood. As proof of its sin- 
cerity in this renunciation it will work for a non- 
segregated church and a non-segregated society 
3 belief that segregation denies Christian 


MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERY 


Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, pastor of the Napoleon 
Avenue Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, La., 
and Dr. G. T. Gillespie, president of Belhaven 
College in Jackson, Miss., will speak on the ques- 
tion of Reunion with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., in a popular meeting to be held in con- 
_ nection with the meeting of Mississippi Presbytery 

at McComb on April 9-10. 


Apr. 1, 1948 


Both Dr. Ogden and Dr. Gillespie are members 
of the Assembly’s Committee on Church Union 
Dr. Ogden will relate what progress has been made 
by the Committee _and_ his personal reasons fp, 
favoring reunion. Dr. Gillespie will give his reg. 
sons for opposing reunion. : 


The meeting will not take the form of a debate 
It has been designed to furnish facts and informa. 
tion to the ministers and laity of the Presbytery, 
A majority of the elders and deacons from the 
various churches is expected, and the members of 


the Presbyterial have also been invited. 


Jac C. Ruffin, Moderator. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


EVENT IN ETERNITY 


By Paul Scherer. Published by MHarper and 
Brothers, New York, N. Y. Price $2.00. 


Event in Eternity is one of those books we may 
expect to find quoted often in pulpits and in the 
religious press for some time. Its author, Dr. Paul 
Scherer, former pastor of the Evangelical] Lutheran 
Church of the Holy Trinity ,New York, and now 
of that city’s Union Theological Seminary, writes 
with an amazing eloquence. The man-centered 
theology and preaching of the old-fashioned mod- 
ernism will find him a stern judge. ‘ 


The book consists of a series of lectures on 
Isaiah chapters forty to fifty-five. The lectures 
were presented, among other places, at the West- 
ern Seminary of the Reformed Church of Ameri- 
ca, Holland, Michigan. Dr. Scherer does not con- 
sider the remarkable Isaiah passage chapter by 
chapter but under five headings: The Glory and 
Majesty of God; God in History; The Eternal 
Purpose; The God Who Would Be Man; and The 
Divine Vocation. The author’s treatment is not 
expostiory but largely devotional in character. 


The approach to the passage is that of the in- 
creasingly popular Theology of Crisis. The very 
title of the volume indicates that. Occasional refer- 
ences to the nature of Scripture do also. Revela- 
tion “is not a record,” writes Dr. Scherer, ‘“‘it is a 
gift. It is not a philosophy built up from under- 
neath; it is the weight and pressure itself of a life 
beyond our own, of Whom, and through Whon, 
and to Whom are all things ... The Bible exposes 
you to Him through the medium of your time, re- 
vealing Him through the medium of times other 
than your own ... It is the place where you and | 
stand in front of Him alone. That solitariness of 
meeting constitutes the very nugget of God’s reve- 


lation of Himself in Christ.” It is this approach 


that allows the author to deny the unity of the 
prophecy of Isaiah. He can speak of the author of 
his text as ‘“‘Second Isaiah’ and “the unknown 
prophet.”’ 


Most readers will be encouraged by Dr. Scherer’s 
eloquent emphasis on God’s transcendence. They 
will like his frequent reference to the Word of 
God. Historie Christianity, however, cannot find 
a true friend in neo-orthodoxy. The old liberals 
will not find in it a deadly enemy. Neo-orthodoxy 
is actually the new modernism. 


—Adrian De Young. 
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THE BLUE ROBE—THE STORY OF 
MARY MAGDALENE 


By Sara Elizabeth Gosselink. Published by the 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
39 pages. 60 cents. 


Most of us know the need that exists for Chris- 
tian literature for children. Adults, of course, also 
need Christian literature. They, unfortunately, 
think they may devour anything that is printed. 
The Eerdmans Company has begun to try to meet 
the need for Christian fiction. The present writer 


wishes that our Presbyterian Book Stores dis- 
played that company’s books. He feels that our 
church should encourage those who seek to cap- 
ture literature for Christ. 


The Blue Robe is one of several books for chil- 
dren by Miss Gosselink. It is the simple story of 
the imagined way in which Mary Magdalene came 
to meet the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus to her 
salvation. The book credits the Bible. It accepts 
the supernatural. It honors Christ as the performer 
for mighty works and as the Saviour of sinners. 
Children can understand it. —Adrian De Young. 


‘Just as Jesus’ simple supplication was answered as he kneeled apart from 
his disciples in the inspiring stillness of Gethsemane, thousands today are 
strengthening their faith. and obtaining a richer and fuller realization of 
God’s abiding love through daily meditation and the Quiet Hour. 


This devotional guide quickly leads you into meditation . . . rekindles your 
sacred interests . . . and deepens your belief. Each quarterly issue contains 
90 stimulating devotions consisting of a Bible verse, a meditation, a prayer 
and a thought to carry through each day. 


If vou long for the refreshing experience 
of daily devotion ... yearn for the comforting 
assurance of inner peace .. . or seek to 
strengthen your faith, you’ll find new joy— 
new hope and release each day in the Quiet 
Hour. Mail the Coupon NOW and start your 
daily meditation with the current issue. You 
will receive 365 Daily Devotions—one for 
everv day for the next 12 months—for only 25c. 


DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO 
803-QD North Grove Ave., Elgin, IIl. 


- 


Enclosed please find § tor 
subscriptions to The QUIET HOUR at 25c each. 


Name | 
Address 
| 


J 

City Zone State 
j 


Iam a Layman, OC Pastor, S.S. Supt., 0S. S. 
Teacher. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 
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THE NEW MODERNISM 


by Cornelius Van Til 


Professor of Apologetics in 
Westminster Theological Seminary 


An informed study of the theology of Karl 
Barth and Emil Brunner. The subject is dis- 
cussed on the basis of its foundational 
principles. 

This is the only work yet published 
which demonstrates the fundamental de- 
fects of the Crisis Theology from the evan- 
gelical standpoint. 

xx, 384 pages $3.75 


The Presbyterian and 
Reformed Publishing Co. 
525 Locust Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


HIS DECEASE AT 
JERUSALEM 
By Abraham Kuyper, D.D., Published by Wil- 


liam B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand — 


Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.00. 


REJECTED OF MEN 
By Herman Hoeksema. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price, $1.50. 


BE YE ALSO READY 
By Robert G. Lee, D.D. Published by Zondervan 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 


THE THORNE AMONG 
THE SHADOWS 
By W. M. Alson, D.D. Published by John Knox 
Press, Richmond, -Va. Price, $2.00. 


His Dec€ase At Jerusalem has become a classic 
among adherents of the Reformed Faith. It is a 
masterpiece that no Christian Preacher should 
ignore in dealing with the passion of our Lord. 
This is a reprint in an abridged form of an earlier 


edition. The ten messages found in this volume | 


vividly portray the Man of Sorrows in His vi- 
carious work on the Cross. At all times Dr. Kuyper 
keeps the thorn-crowned head of our Saviour 
luminous before our eyes. Never once in this vol- 
ume is the holy form of the Lamb of God brought 
down to the ordinary proportions of celebrated 


NEW AMMUNITION 
IN THE BATTLE FOR THE OLD FAITH 


Three Outstanding Geokes 


THE INFALLIBLE WORD 


by The Members of the Faculty of 
Westminster Theological Seminary 


Modern knowledge in various departments 
brought to bear upon the authority, inter- 
pretation and opplication of the Scriptures. 
ix, 300 pages $2.50 


THE WITNESS OF MATTHEW 
AND MARK TO CHRIST 


by N. B. Stonehouse 


Professor of New Testament in | 
Westminster Theological Seminary 


The testimony of the first two gospels is 
discussed in the light of modern problems 
of interpretation. 

xvi, 269 pages $2.50 


The Presbyterian Guardian 


Publishing Corporation 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


men. Never once is He cataloged with the mighty 
figures of the past or the benefactors of mankind. 
Dr. Kuyper emphasizes the fact that “In the mys 
tery of the Atonement Jesus stood unique. He 
stood alone and no one with Him.”’ 


Rejected Of Men is a magnificent specimen of 
Reformed preaching. In this volume of eleven ser- 
mons, ten focus our attention upon the rejection 
of our Lord, the Christ of God. The author would 
have us to understand that the rejection of Christ 
was more than a mere historical fact. It was 
rather a universal truth. This truth is that the 
natural man will always reject Christ of the Scrip- 
tures. He stresses the fact that as we contemplate 
the Cross of the Saviour we have nothing of which 
to boast, but must in deep humiliation confess our 
iniquity and trust in the righteousness of Christ 
provided through God’s sovereign grace. This book 
humbles the sinner and glorifies the Redeemer 
of God’s elect. It is a worth-while volume of 
genuine homiletical merit. 


Be Ye Also Ready contains seven evangelistic 
sermons designed especially to bring sinners to re- 
pentance towards God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
Here is a preacher who is not confused about the 
content of the Christian Gospel. He understands 
not only what it is, but how to impart it and con- 
pel his audience to render a decision. These mes- 
sages were not prepared just to be helpful or com- 
forting but to bring sinners face to face wi 
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Christ. Any minister desiring to become more ef- 
fective in evangelistic preaching would profit by 
using these messages as models. 


The Thorne Among The Shadows presents six- 
teen brief sermons on subjects which appeal to 
church members. Most of them are of a devotional 
nature while a few are didactic. We commend the 
author for his carefulness of preparation and ex- 
cellent presentation. Occasionally the author’s lack 
of theological insight is in evidence. On page 113 
where he is speaking of the Christian dead we find 


this statement. “‘Can we believe then that Brown- 
ing’s ‘Grammarian’, a creative artist like Arturo 


Toscinini, a renowned scientist like Albert Ein- 
stein, and all who have labored for skill and knowl- 
edge and wisdom will have the chance in heaven 
to use their capacities and to grow in their further 
development?” We are not sure what the author 
had in mind in writing a statement of this kind, 
but it would appear to an ordinary reader that he 
would give Albert Einstein, an atheistic Jew a 
passport into heaven. If the New Testament is 
correct Einstein had better turn to Christ in re- 
pentance and faith if he expects to use his scien- 
tific mind in heaven. Unless the author has in his 
possession some authorative information trans- 
mitted in recent times on this subject such a state- 
ment has no Christian warrant and offers a false 


hope to unrepentant sinners. 


STANDARD’S LESSONS 
ARE TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 


Make the divinely inspired and eternal Word 
of God the sole basis for all your Sunday 
school teaching. Use STANDARD’S lessons 
and supplies, for they are Bible ail the way. 
No straddling, no questioning, no “isms”’— 
they teach Jesus as the only Begotten Son 
of God, Undenominational, practical, help- 
ful. Attractive colors on children’s helps. 
Send for FREE Prospectus of Closely Graded; 
or samples of Uniform lessons and weekly 
papers. State which is wanted. Mention your 
: department, Address Desk 41 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


REMARKABLE 


What A Little 


REGULAR INCOME 


Will Do! 


Maybe it merely supplements irregular earn- 
ings ... Maybe it’s all there is to protect old age. 
There are many situations which can be taken care of 
successfully by an American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement. It can be planned to provide for you, your 
husband or wife, a relative or friend. And when once 
it is arranged there is no further bother. No coupons 
to clip ... Just accept the check which arrives at reg- 
ular intervals. Such checks have been bringing comfort 
and peace of mind to thousands. And for ower one 
hundred years, those checks have never failed, re- 
gardless of business conditions. Then too, there is great 
personal satisfaction in helping extend the world-wide 
ministry of the Bible. Let us send you a booklet en- 
titled “A Gift That Lives.” It tells you about the plan 
and how it works out. 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail! 


AN 
INCOME 


American Bible Society 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 
PJ-1 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name. 


Denomination 
Address 
State 
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